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OKN impact report shows how data and collaboration are strengthening supports in
Halton

Halton, ON— A new report from Our Kids Network (OKN) highlights key trends affecting
children, youth, and families in Halton, along with how community partners are working together
to respond.

The 2025-26 Collective Impact Report brings together key findings from research and reports
released throughout the year to help guide collective action. Local data show that nearly one in
three children in Halton is not meeting developmental expectations in at least one area of early
development.

These insights are helping inform coordinated action across the community. Findings from the
Early Development Instrument (EDI) contributed to the creation of the Early Years Resiliency
Action Table (EYRAT), which brings together over 50 community partners to strengthen early
identification and supports for young children.

“You can see the power of working together in this report,” said Liz Wells, OKN Executive
Director. “Partners across Halton are using local data to align efforts and take action to better
support children, youth, and families.”

The report also highlights findings that emphasize the importance of connection and belonging
for youth mental health. Youth who report a strong sense of belonging are significantly more
likely to experience positive well-being, reinforcing the need for programs that foster
relationships and connection.

Research related to food security among families with young children points to broader
economic pressures that can affect early childhood development. The report also includes data
showing a decline in participation in children’s programs, providing insight into potential barriers
to access for families.

At the same time, the report demonstrates how local data is being used to inform decision-
making across the community. Through tools such as the OKN Data Portal and shared learning
opportunities, organizations are using evidence to plan programs, expand services, and better
meet the needs of children and families.
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Overall, this year’s OKN Collective Impact Report reflects the shared commitment of
organizations across Halton to using data, collaboration, and community voice to guide
meaningful action.

Read the full report.

Our Kids Network is a Halton-wide partnership of agencies and organizations working together to
ensure all children and youth thrive. For more than 25 years, OKN has been gathering evidence
to improve everyone’s understanding of the strengths and needs of Halton’s youngest citizens.
Connections among OKN'’s network of more than 80 organizations lead to ever-improving
supports and services for families.

Our Kids Network is online at ourkidsnetwork.ca.
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