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From its earliest days, Our Kids Network has been an essential part of a 
growing and vital movement in Halton, providing leadership, knowledge 
and focus. It is a catalyst for forming diverse, multi-level partnerships that 
advance our vision of “All children thrive!” Sharing important data and 
information effectively “putting research into practice” in Halton is having a 
positive impact on children’s lives.

Our third Report Card is widely anticipated. Due to the quality of our 2004 
and 2008 reports, we have created high expectations among service 
providers, our own committees, partners, participating agencies, and 
funders. This report definitely lives up to those expectations.

In it you will see our progress over six years. You’ll see positive outcomes 
and where we face challenges. You’ll gain knowledge about the changing 
demographics of our region and our neighbourhoods, and insight into what 
key factors are affecting children and youth. You’ll have more information 
about the Halton 7 and Developmental Assets® at your fingertips.

This really is a powerful tool to effect change in our community. It should 
inspire questions, debate, and action. The information in this report 
can change the lives of young people, and everyone children, adults, 
educators, business, government, and others can be involved by learning 
about Developmental Assets. 

Now that Our Kids Network has completed its pilot initiative successfully, 
a new phase has begun. With clear strategic directions, a solid 
infrastructure, and stable funding, our outlook is bright, knowing that strong 
and sustainable partnerships continue to be at the heart of our success.

 

Nancy MacGillivray

Chair, Our Kids Network 
Executive Director, Halton Children’s Aid Society
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Message from the Chair



The 2011 A Vision for Children in Halton Report 
Card is a powerful tool for community-wide 
discussion about how to maintain and improve  
the well-being of our children and youth. It 
contains information about the challenges they 
face and the supports they need to help them 
overcome those challenges.

Everyone – parents, grandparents, educators, 
youth workers, employers, service providers, and 
young people themselves – can help. The entire 
community should contribute to creating the many 
positive experiences that children and youth need 
to develop and thrive. With a solid foundation, 
children can grow to become tomorrow’s 
competent, caring adults.

The Developmental Assets® information contained 
in this report has been adapted and reprinted by 
Our Kids Network with permission from Search 
Institute®. Copyright © 1997, 2004, 2006 by Search 
Institute®, 615 First Avenue NE, Minneapolis, MN 
55413, USA. All rights reserved. To learn more or 
view the original list of 40 Developmental Assets, 
please visit www.search-institute.org.

Note: The Halton Youth Survey questions used 
on Developmental Assets were not a scientific 
measurement of Developmental Assets® in the 
students assessed. The following are registered 
trademarks of Search Institute: Search Institute®, 
Developmental Assets®, Healthy Communities • 
Healthy Youth®, and ParentFurther®.

The questions that form the basis for the Halton  
Youth Survey are from the Ontario Student Drug 
Use Survey, the National Longitudinal Survey 
of Children and Youth, The Health Behaviour in 

School-Aged Children (HBSC) Study and the Risk 
Behaviour and Injury Study in Canadian Youth 
(RISCY) and the Communities That Care Youth 
Survey. Each of these surveys has been conducted 
over a number of years and has a high degree of 
reliability and validity.

Purpose of this report  
This report:

•  Provides Halton-specific information that will 
enable community members, professionals, 
service providers, and organizations to identify 
areas of vulnerability and strength in the 
population of young children, reveal gaps, indicate 
changes needed, and implement those changes;

•  Paints a clearer picture of the neighbourhood 
environments in which our children and youth 
(from 0 to 18 years old) are growing;

•  Is a planning tool for service providers to meet 
needs and fill gaps;

•  Is a measuring tool to track improvement in the 
well-being of children and youth over time and to 
help promote and guide further research;

•  Initiates ongoing collaborative efforts among 
people and organizations involved in child 
development;

•  Builds awareness of the needs of Halton children 
and youth;

•  Stimulates community action to help young people 
get the best possible start in life.
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Our Kids Network (OKN) is a Halton-wide 
partnership of organizations serving children and 
youth who embrace our vision: All children thrive!

Our mission is to promote the healthy development, 
security, and safety of all children, youth, and 
families through neighbourhood collaboration, 
service integration, and measuring results.

OKN turns research into practice – creating a 
direct link between the results of our research 
and the programs and services that help children 
and youth thrive. It’s also about mobilizing the 
community to ensure everyone is accountable for 
positive outcomes.

Guided by research, OKN provides leadership for 
planning, integrating and aligning services and 
supports. Sector leaders provide direction while 
participating community agencies develop and 
implement initiatives at the neighbourhood level. 
One of the hallmarks of OKN is collaboration at 
both the administrative and grassroots levels.

History and partners 
Building on a long history of interdisciplinary 
cooperation, Halton Our Kids Network was 
established in 1996, with a focus on prenatal to 
age 6. In 2004, OKN expanded its focus to include 
children and youth up to 18 years old.

Representatives from education, health, human 
services, and police services came together to 
more proactively address the main issues  
affecting families and children. With a broader 
focus that included special needs, mental health, 
and research-based planning, organizations  
were ready to formalize their commitment through 
the OKN “Protocol Agreement.” It provides 
a structure for working together and sharing 
information and resources.

The six original Protocol Partners – Halton 
Children’s Aid Society; Regional Municipality of 
Halton; Halton Regional Police Services; Halton 
District School Board; Halton Catholic District 
School Board; and ROCK Reach Out Centre for 
Kids – provide financial support, infrastructure, 
guidance, and human resources. 

In early 2011, OKN welcomed Halton Multicultural 
Council and ErinoakKids, Centre for Treatment and 
Development as Protocol Partners.
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Recognition for Our Kids Network 
2010 Award Winner: Our Kids Network was recognized for  
best practices and outstanding contributions to human services  
by the Ontario Municipal Social Service Association (OMSSA).  
The Community Champion Award recognizes the great work done 
by individuals or teams from amongst Consolidated Municipal Service 
Manager (CMSM) and District Social Service Administration Board 
(DSSAB) staff across the province. 

The Ontario Education Research Panel (OERP), in partnership with the 
Education Research & Evaluation Strategy Branch, recently selected 
Our Kids Network as a leader in Ontario, demonstrating strong research 
partnerships in the community. OKN was recognized for its work and 
commitment to data sharing across boundaries and providing a system 
of service integration that meets the needs of children, youth, and 
families. As part of the process, a video on Our Kids Network was 
produced and showcased at the February 2010 Ontario Education 
Research Symposium in Toronto. 

Completion of pilot evaluation
Development of strategic directions

Children’s Integration Planning Council established  
Social Marketing and Communications Committee established 

School Years Committee established
Second Report Card released 
Children’s Mental Health and Developmental Services Committee join OKN 
Partners for Children with Special Needs join OKN

First OKN Hub opens

School Years Backgrounder released
Protocol agreement signed by seven organizations*
First Report Card released
Research and Evaluation Committee established

Early Years Committee established

School Culture Committee established

Population monitoring cycle launched

*one protocol partner has dissolved since the signing of the agreement
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From the beginning, OKN has had a vision that more 
can be accomplished by finding ways of working in an 
integrated and coordinated fashion. It acknowledged 
that no single group or individual can address all the 
needs of any one family or child. Children need to be 
seen within the context of their family and their family 
within the context of their community. Services are not 
always effective when provided to the child in isolation.

Recognizing the demands on government and 
community resources, it is critical to explore ways to 
support neighbourhoods, families, and children and 
avoid duplication of effort. Through collaboration, 
gaps in service are addressed and overlaps reduced. 
An integrated approach ensures the most efficient 
and effective delivery of service to neighbourhoods, 
children, and families.

Recognizing the importance of working together  

Moving to a more holistic approach 
Early in the development of OKN, research about 
the importance of a child’s family, school, and 
community environments was just emerging.  
It was showing a need for significant shifts 
in the ways in which child development 
is viewed. Specifically, there is a need 
to move towards a holistic approach 
and away from focusing solely on 
fixing children’s problems.

The holistic approach is 
grounded in Urie  
Brofenbrenner’s (1977) 
Ecological Systems 
Theory. His theory asserts 
that children, families, 
schools, neighbourhoods, 
community services 
providers, and society in 
general are interdependent 
players in an environmental 
whole. All players share a 
role both in influencing and 
benefiting from an emotionally 
and physically safe Halton. 
The model below illustrates the 
ecological framework adopted by OKN.

8

Core Values and Principles 

Neighbourhood 
Environment

Child
Youth

Family 
Environment

Provincial & 
Federal 

Political Systems

Ministry of 
Culture & 

Immigration

Belief 
Systems

   Ministry of    
   Community 

   & Social 
Services

Social 
Policy

Ministry of 
Health

Ministry of
   Education

Ministry of
the Attorney 

General

Ministry of
Children 
& Youth 
Services

Ministry of    
  Community 

Safety &  
        Correctional 

       Services

Local Citizens

Community Service 
Providers

Public 
Option/
Media

Business 
Community

Faith
Communities

School 
Boards

            Local &    
       Municipal 
    Political 
Systems

Economic 
In�uences

Legal 
Mandates

Cultural
Ideology

Ministry 
of Health 

Promotion

School 
Environment



Adopting a strength-based framework: 
Developmental Assets 

Building the evidence 
In order for Our Kids Network to move toward 
reaching the vision that “All children thrive!” we 
invested in a significant amount of research to 
identify the key components of healthy growth 
and development for all children and youth. In 
2004, OKN introduced the Building Blocks to 
represent the critical elements required at each 
developmental stage of a child’s life, if that child 
is to thrive and reach his or her full potential.

 
 
The first Building Blocks model captured the 
factors critical for children aged 0 to 6 years. 
When OKN expanded its mandate to include 
children and youth aged 0 to 18 years, the 
Building Blocks were also expanded. The figure 
below depicts how the years from prenatal to 18 
years build upon each other.

With solid working partnerships and a common understanding of the 
needs of children in place, OKN’s next step was to provide participating 
agencies with an approach to collectively and uniformly understand, 
promote, and measure positive child and youth development.

To accomplish this, Our Kids Network has adopted a framework,  
created by the Search Institute®, known as Developmental Assets.  
This approach recognizes that children are the product of the interaction 
between the individual and their environment. Based on this thinking, 
our strategic focus in the future will be on creating awareness and 
sharing knowledge of Developmental Assets within OKN and among 
service providers.

C
ore Values and Principles
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Developmental Assets are described as the positive 
experiences and personal qualities that children 
and youth need to grow up healthy, caring, and 
responsible. Studies conducted by the Search Institute 
of more than two million young people consistently 
reveal strong relationships between the number of 
assets young people have and the degree of positive 
healthy development.

The more assets young people have, the less 
likely they are to engage in a wide range of risky 
behaviours, and the more positive and successful 
their development is likely to be. The Search Institute 
identifies 40 Developmental Assets that are essential 
for healthy child and youth development. The 
assets are divided under eight categories: support, 
empowerment, boundaries/expectations, constructive 
use of time, commitment to learning, positive values, 

social competencies, and positive identity. The Halton 
Youth Survey measures 20 of these assets, described 
in more detail throughout this report. To view a 
description of these Developmental Assets, please 
refer to Appendix A. 

The Halton Youth Survey supports the powerful 
relationship between assets and adolescent behaviour. 
Regardless of gender, ethnic heritage, economic 
situation, or geographic location, assets help promote 
positive behaviours and attitudes and protect students 
from engaging in problem behaviours.

To illustrate, the following graphs show that students 
with more assets are more likely to engage in positive 
behaviours such as healthy eating, and less likely to 
participate in patterns of high-risk behaviour such as 
using cannabis.

The power of Developmental Assets to promote and protect 
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Percent of students who report eating 5 or 
more fruits or vegetables a day, by number of 

Developmental Assets

Percent of students who have used  
cannabis in the last year, by number of  

Developmental Assets

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010.
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010.
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.
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Anyone who works with children and youth can help them build assets. 
In fact, much of what adults who work with young people already do 
on a regular basis helps with asset development. Asset-building can 
happen through something as simple as an affirming comment from 
a hockey coach, or when a police officer takes the time to learn the 
names of the young people he or she meets or praises them for good 
behaviour. It happens when a teacher engages in goal setting activities 
with students, or a shopper thanks a helpful cashier, or a school 
provides a safe place for young people to meet after school hours. One 
of the really appealing aspects of this framework is that anyone can help 
build Developmental Assets. 
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1.  Assets are nurtured in all young people. 
Rather than focusing primarily on specific 
groups of young people for intervention  
(for example, those “at risk”), asset-building 
communities embrace and intentionally seek  
to nourish all young people.

2.  Relationships are key. Rather than defining 
themselves primarily in terms of programs, 
asset-building communities view themselves 
more in terms of relationships. Initially, programs 
may be developed to help create connections 
in neighbourhoods, schools, businesses, 
congregations, and other settings across 
all generations. But programs become less 
central as “natural” relationships, networks, and 
activities emerge to care for youth.

3.  Everyone contributes to the vision. In an 
asset-building community, caring for young 
people is not the sole responsibility of families 
or schools or professional care providers. All 
residents – parents, neighbours, young people, 
educators, business people, senior citizens, 
congregation members, and others – see 
themselves as guardians of the community’s 
young people.

4.  Asset-building never stops. Asset building 
begins before birth (equipping parents-to-
be with skills) and continues at least until 
young people become independent adults. 

At each developmental stage, the community 
emphasizes different assets that respond to 
the young person’s needs. Furthermore, the 
community explores how to nurture the assets 
that adults need.

5.  The community is filled with consistent 
messages. If you spend time in an asset-
building community, you quickly sense  
harmony in the messages that young people 
hear. One way communities and institutions are 
beginning to develop consistent messages is 
simply by using the language of asset building in 
describing relationships, activities, and programs. 
In this way, people consistently hear that young 
people are a priority in the community.

6.  Duplication and repetition are valued. Just 
as marketers have learned that people need 
to hear a message several times before they 
fully grasp and act on it, the asset-building 
community knows that young people need to 
experience many expressions of care, guidance, 
and opportunities in all areas of community life. 
Rather than delegating one part of asset building 
to a particular segment of the community, the 
whole community recognizes its responsibility in 
strengthening the whole asset foundation.

The key principles of asset-building in communities are:
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What Have We Done Since 2008?

This section highlights some of the work Our Kids 
Network has done over the past three years. More 
details can be found at www.ourkidsnetwork.ca.

Growing partnerships: To support the expanded 
focus on all children from birth through 18 years of age, 
OKN established the School Culture Committee (now 
School Years Committee). Two external, community-
based groups, Children’s Mental Health & Development 
Services Committee and Partners for Children with 
Special Needs joined in 2008. In 2009, the Children’s 
Integrated Planning Council (now Integrated Planning 
Committee for Children and Youth) and the Social 
Marketing Committee (now Communications Advisory 
Committee) were established to coordinate and support 
committee initiatives such as community engagement 
and education. 

Coordinating services: Service coordination 
enables families to find and access the supports they 
need to maintain a quality of life consistent with their 
values, priorities, and preferences. The OKN Service 
Coordination Steering & Training Committee recently 
completed an extensive review of training delivery 
and access in Halton. The results inspired the group 
to develop two tools: a service coordination guideline 
and a training video.

Using Developmental Assets: Developmental Assets 
were included in the first Youth Survey Reports in 
2006/2007. Community reports of the Halton Youth 
Survey results (Community Profile, Grade & Gender 
Profile) and customized school profiles distributed 
in 2010 included more assets providing a deeper 
understanding of Halton youth. 

Building community capacity: Since adopting 
Results-Based Accountability (RBA) as a framework 
to achieve its vision, OKN hosted a workshop with 
guest facilitator Mark Friedman. About 200 OKN 
associates and community members attended 
the introductory training workshop. The following 
September, a two-day workshop called Training 
for Trainers and Coaches helped partnering 
organizations build their capacity to use RBA. 

Supporting parents: In 2009-2010, Our Kids 
Network provided funds so that four Parent Education 
Networks (Milton, Oakville, Halton Hills, and 
Community and Parent Partners for Kids (CAAP) 
could offer nine community-based workshops on a 
broad variety of topics for parents and others who 
care for children and youth.
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Tracking our progress: In 2010, OKN produced a report titled How Well 
Did We Do? Evaluating Our Progress. The report included the results of 
the six-year pilot initiative, showing data collected between 2004 and 2010. 
Three performance results were evaluated:

1. Building towards service integration
Evaluation results showed significant increases in participation, 
collaboration, and partnership functioning. We are better organized to 
support service providers working together to benefit children and youth. 

2. Supporting children, youth, and families through  
neighbourhood Hubs
OKN Hubs in Aldershot, Acton, and Milton have significantly increased 
the number of children and families receiving services, as well as the 
level of community agency involvement. They facilitate collaboration 
among participating agencies and are valued by the community and 
schools in which they are located.

3. Turning research into action
Since 2008, OKN has continued to collect and report quality local data 
based on the Halton 7, which represent ideal living conditions for 
children and youth in Halton. Reports such as the Halton Youth Survey 
Community Profile, customized school profiles, and the EDI Community 
Profile are used by agencies throughout Halton and in neighbouring 
regions to improve service planning. 



Throughout this report you will find data on 30 
indicators. They were selected by Our Kids Network 
as the most important ways to measure how well 
Halton supports child and youth development. A 
detailed description of each indicator is listed in 
Appendix C.

Our Kids Network has also identified 21 Halton 
neighbourhoods (see map on page 15). Originally, 
these neighbourhoods were derived from Statistics 
Canada Census data, and were based on two criteria: 

1.  Each neighbourhood must have at least 50 
children who are five years old.

2.  The neighbourhood boundaries must be 
meaningful and recognizable to the community 
residents. 

Where possible, indicators are shown:

• by Halton Region as a whole;

• by each of the four Halton municipalities;

• by neighbourhood.

To ensure the confidentiality of those who participated 
in the surveys, indicators at the neighbourhood level 
are not shown where there are less than six children 
living in that neighbourhood. Where this occurs, you’ll 
see indicators only for Halton and the municipalities.

Why neighbourhoods matter
In this report, “community” refers to a small area 
bound by both people and place who share a 
common interest. A community can be smaller or 
larger than a defined neighbourhood, for example, a 
few city blocks or the larger community of Halton.

Neighbourhoods and communities play a critical role 
in the healthy development of children and youth.1  
Friends, neighbours, community organizations, 
institutions, and businesses are all powerful 
influences and together they can provide children  
with the solid early foundations that lead to success  
in school and throughout their lives.

Research tells us that:
•  People are happier and children are better cared for 

in communities where people know and trust their 
neighbours.2

•  Low-income neighbourhoods, due to limited 
resources, place children at higher risk of 
unfavourable developmental outcomes, e.g., 
poor academic performance, negative social 
behaviour.3,4,5,6

•  All children and youth benefit when communities, 
agencies, and individuals work together to provide 
resources, opportunities, support and ongoing 
nurturing.1,5

•  The behaviour and physical outcomes of children 
and youth appear to be linked to the level of 
unemployment in neighbourhoods.6

•  When community norms, standards, or law 
enforcement appear to condone, stay silent about, 
or are unclear regarding negative behaviour, young 
people are more likely to engage in risky behaviours 
(e.g., substance use, delinquency, crime).2,7

This research underscores how important it is to 
examine how children and youth are doing, not only 
at the regional level, but also at the community and 
neighbourhood level. Communities are distinct, 
with different strengths and challenges. By tracking, 
analyzing, and mapping indicators of healthy 
development, we can build supports and capacity 
where they are needed. Community action often 
starts as a response to a local concern.

14
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A Vision for Children in Halton 2011 Report Card focuses on the same 21 neighbourhoods identified in 
the 2004 and 2008 reports. The following map provides a look at the neighbourhoods.
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Increasing population
Halton has experienced a significant surge in 
population and continues to grow. According to 
Statistics Canada, Halton had a 15% increase in the 
population of children aged 0 to 18 years from 2001 
to 2006. That translated into 14,700 more children 
in Halton in just five years. In comparison, Ontario’s 
growth rate for children was negative 3% during the 
same period.

While all four Halton municipalities have seen 
increases in the numbers of young children, Milton 
has experienced tremendous growth and is the 
fastest growing community in Canada. 

The Ministry of Finance’s Ontario Population 
Projections Update for 2009-2036 names Halton as 
the fastest-growing census division in Ontario over  
the projection period, with growth of 90% to 2036.  

 
 
Specifically, growth in the number of children aged  
0 to14 years will be highest in Halton, at 76%.  
In contrast, other census divisions are projected to 
see a slight decrease in the number of children in 
their population. 

Continued growth will have a significant impact as 
more services will be needed to meet demand. For 
many residents, the recent rise in population has 
meant increasing congestion of highways and roads, 
hospital emergency rooms that cannot accommodate 
demand, as well as a lack of community centres 
and recreational facilities. Many children are now 
bussed to school outside of their neighbourhoods or 
accommodated in an increasing number of portables. 
Services are struggling to keep pace with the current 
population and providers are feeling the pressure. 

Halton’s Changing Demographics 

16



Increasing diversity
From 2001 to 2006, Halton has seen a 78% increase in visible minorities 
living in Halton and a 47% increase in mother tongue languages other than 
English or French. Milton has seen the largest change in both areas.

Combine these trends with a 52% rise in the number of recent 
immigrants and it becomes clear that Halton is one of the fastest 
growing, dynamic, multi-ethnic communities in the province. This will 
compel us to find ways to meet the needs of all individuals, children,  
and families living in Halton, and to ensure that all residents are able  
to participate fully in the Halton community. 

Halton population projections 2010-2036

Data Source: Ontario Ministry of Finance, Ontario Population Projections, 2009-2036 extracted from Intellihealth Feb 23, 2011.
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How to Use This Report
This report contains quality, local-level data not readily 
available in other parts of Ontario. The existence of 
this data represents Our Kids Network’s commitment 
to monitoring the well-being of young people in 
Halton. Although data are subject to limitations, we 
made every effort to ensure the most accurate data 
is available. Limitations of the data used in this report 
include limited data points over time and self-reported 
information. To help you better understand these data, 
please review these guidelines for interpretation: 

•  It is more useful to look for patterns of findings rather 
than to focus on a specific finding.

•  While each of the indicators in this report is 
important, using multiple indicators to form evidence 
of strengths and needs is a much stronger approach.

•  Use caution when comparing across time and 
between municipalities and neighbourhoods. When 
comparing data across years, it is best to include 
at least three time points. Much of the data in this 
report has only two time points as a result, refrain 
from drawing conclusions about the changes based 
on these data alone.

•  Look for at least a 5% change or difference when 
comparing across time and between municipalities 
and neighbourhoods. This will help you avoid “over-
interpreting” small changes as being important. 
Statistically significant findings are reported under 
“Key Findings” headings.

•  Graphs are one of the many techniques used to 
present data visually, so that patterns or trends are 
readily recognizable. To ensure visual accuracy and 
show results without altering the message of the 
data, graphs showing percentages are set to a scale 
of 100%.

•  Several types of response bias have been identified 
related to self-report surveys. Use caution when 
interpreting the meaning of the findings in this report 
because some data have been generated through 
self-report surveys and may not represent all 
children and youth in Halton.

•  Data presented are meant to provide a snapshot of 
information on how Halton’s children and youth are 
doing. The data cannot present explanations of why 
an indicator is at a certain level.

Data sources
Good indicators are understandable to the general 
public and use familiar language, rather than jargon. 
People should be able to easily relate indicators and 
data to their daily lives. The following data sources 
have been used for this report:

Early Development Instrument (EDI)
The EDI is a developmental checklist completed by 
kindergarten teachers and designed to measure a child’s  
developmental readiness as he or she begins school.

 
 

Kindergarten Parent Survey (KPS)
The KPS is a Halton-designed instrument that asks 
parents about the experiences of children and families 
in Halton. It allows us to examine some important 
child outcomes that are not measured in the EDI. 

 
Halton Youth Survey (HYS)
The HYS is a Halton-designed, region-wide survey 
that monitors school engagement, participation in 
community activities, physical and mental health, and 
participation in non-risk and risk-related activities. All 
students in Grades 7 and 10 are invited to complete 
the survey. The 2009 HYS data was collected in 
February and March of 2010, during the 2009-2010 
school year. The Grade 10 data are not available at a 
neighbourhood level to protect confidentiality. 

Students 2003 2006 2009
Total 4,514 4,560 5,147
Response rate 96% 98% 99%

Respondents 2003 2006 2009
Total 2,713 2,498 2,967
Response rate 62% 56% 57%

 2006-2007 2009-2010
Students Gr.7 Gr.10 Gr.7 Gr.10
Total 4,354 3,430 4,981 4,832
Response rate 75% 57% 85% 76%
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Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) 
EQAO assesses all students in Grades 3 and 6 in reading, writing, 
and mathematics. EQAO also administers the Grade 9 Assessment of 
Mathematics. 

 Integrated Services for Children Information System (ISCIS)
ISCIS collects information for Healthy Babies Healthy Children (HBHC), 
an early intervention prevention initiative. Hospital nurses collect data  
on newborn babies, including information about the birth and the status  
of the mother’s health, social, and family situation. Babies that score 
above the assessment threshold are considered at risk for future 
developmental difficulties and those families are offered additional 
supports through HBHC.

 
 
 
 
Ontario Child Care Management System (OCCMS)  
The OCCMS database contains information about child care licensing, fee 
assistance, wage subsidy, and special needs resourcing. 

Quality First Administrative Data
The Quality First database contains information about licensed child cares, 
early learning programs, and Early Childhood Educators participating in 
the program. 

Our Kids Network Administrative Data
Each Our Kids Network neighbourhood Hub maintains information about 
visitors to the Hubs, programs delivered through the Hubs, and program 
participants. 

Statistics Canada, Social Risk Index (SRI)
The SRI provides a picture of potential risks in communities. The index 
contains nine census variables that profile the socio-economic context of 
communities. The analysis of SRI variables is based on 2006 Census data. 

Ontario Ministry of Finance, Ontario Population Projections
The Ministry of Finance produces a set of population projections to  
give planners and researchers a demographic outlook reflecting  
up-to-date trends and historical data. This report presents data from  
the 2009-2036 projections.
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Records 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Number of live births in Halton 5,015 5,253 5,434 5,654 5,687 5,845
Percent HBHC screened 86% 85% 88% 85% 88% 87%
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Halton 7  
Population Results and Indicators
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Children are healthy
Good health is a prerequisite for positive 
outcomes for children and youth. Both physical 
and emotional health are valued in this result. In 
addition, given the critical brain development that 
takes place in the first 12 months of life, infant 
health is closely monitored.

• At-risk births

• Healthy eating

• Healthy body weight

• Physical activity

• Mental health

Children are learning
Learning is one of the cornerstones for success in 
life and starts at birth. Community progress for this 
result will show that children are learning both in 
their preschool and school years.

• Preschool learning opportunities

• Developmental readiness at kindergarten

• Student achievement (EQAO)

• School engagement

Children are positively connected
All children need positive connections to their  
parents/caregivers, peers, school and community.

• Supportive and caring environments

• Boundaries and expectations

• Commitment to learning

• Positive values

• Social competencies

Children are safe
Safe environments benefit children by providing 
a sense of personal security that allows them to 
take maximum advantage of learning, playing and 
making new friendships.

• Serious injury

• At-risk behaviours

• Safety from harm

Families are strong and stable
Strong and stable family and child care 
environments provide stimulating, interactive 
experiences to nurture a child’s positive 
development.

• Child care capacity

• Quality child care

• Parenting capacity

• Parental monitoring

• Quality time at home with family

Schools are connected to the 
community
Children spend a great deal of their first 18 years 
learning in schools, thus, how schools connect to 
their community is important. Progress in this area 
will show good connections between schools, 
parents, community resources and the local 
neighbourhood.

• Parental involvement in schools

• Youth as resources 

• Volunteerism 

• Community use of schools

Neighbourhoods are where we live, 
work and play
Children thrive in neighbourhoods that are safe 
and connected. Neighbourhoods that can meet all 
of our needs are valued.

• Neighbourhood safety

• Neighbourhood cohesion

• Walkability

• Caring for the community
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Every child has the right to...
 “a bike to ride, a hat to protect your skin.”

By Darian, age 4

Children Are Healthy
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Key indicators in Halton
At-Risk Births
•  At-risk births for developmental difficulty
• Low birth weight

Healthy Eating
• Daily breakfast intake

Physical Health
• Healthy body weight
• Physical activity 

Mental Health
• Depression
• Self-esteem
• View of personal future
• Personal power

The 2011 Report Card considers various 
issues associated with child health, 
including birth weight, newborn and 
childhood screening, nutrition, physical 
activity, and mental and emotional health. 

At-risk births

At-risk births for  
developmental difficulty
Families who consent are contacted during 
pregnancy or after the birth of their baby by 
the Healthy Babies Healthy Children program. 
Hospital nurses and midwives complete the Parkyn 
Screening Tool, which identifies mothers and 
babies at risk and in need of additional support 
after discharge from the hospital. Results are 
shared with public health nurses.

Results show that the percentage of Halton infants 
born at risk for future developmental difficulties 
decreased slightly between 2008 and 2010, from 
18% to 16%.

Key Findings
•  The percentage of babies born at risk for future 

developmental difficulties in Halton is lower 
than the provincial average. 

•  There has been little change in the rate of 
babies born at risk.

•  In Halton, the percentage of babies born with 
low birth weight is slightly increasing.
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Low birth weight (LBW)
Low birth weight (less than 2,500 grams) is an 
important indicator of child health and well-being. 
Statistics Canada reports the percentage of LBW 
babies in Ontario is 6.2, up from the 5.9% reported in 
2008. Due to the number of infants born with LBW, 
and the associated increased risk of health problems, 
prevention is an important perinatal health issue. 

It is estimated that nearly 80% of all newborn deaths 
(occurring within the first week of life) occur in low 
birth weight infants.8 LBW infants also have:

•  increased risk of developing chronic health 
difficulties; 9

•  increased risk of neurological disabilities, such as 
cerebral palsy;9

•  higher rates of brain dysfunctions such as language 
delays and poor visual memory, and have more 
difficulty learning to read.9 

Known factors that contribute to LBW are complex. 
They include broad determinants of health, such as 
socio-economic status and poverty, social support, 
and the beliefs and values of society. Maternal factors 
include maternal age; multiple births associated with 
in vitro fertilization;10 nutrition; work; personal habits 
such as smoking, alcohol and drug use; and access to 
health services.11 Premature birth is also an important 
cause of low birth weight infants.12  

The percentage of babies born with LBW in  
Halton increased slightly between 2004 and 2010, 
from 5% to 7%.

Daily breakfast
Good nutrition is critical to a child’s physical and 
emotional growth, health, and ability to learn. 
Breakfast is essential because it provides about one 
quarter to one third of the nutrients we need in a day.13   

Several studies have shown a link between improved 
dietary status and enhanced school performance. 
Students who eat breakfast regularly have better 
concentration and problem-solving ability than those 
who do not. A healthy breakfast is also linked to 
maintaining a healthy body weight, and can affect 
children’s growth, development, and success in school.

Most of Halton’s 5-year-olds eat breakfast daily, 
compared to only half (49%) of 15-year-olds.

Children Are Healthy
Healthy eating

Key Findings
•  Eating breakfast every day is greatest among 

5-year-olds and significantly declines as the 
child ages.

•  Daily breakfast consumption among youth 
differs by municipality. For 12-year-olds, 
the rate of daily breakfast consumption is 
significantly higher in Oakville and Burlington. 
For 15-year-olds, the rate is significantly higher 
in Oakville only.
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A Turn the Curve success story
Halton Food for Thought: Healthy children and youth on the rise

By Gayle Cruikshank, Executive Director, Halton 
Food for Thought

There are many reasons why students arrive 
at school hungry. Busy morning routines 
combined with working parents results in higher 
consumption of packaged and convenient foods 
that contain high levels of fat, sugar, and sodium. 
Fast food lacks the necessary vitamins, minerals, 
and fibre young people need to stay healthy. 

With children and youth spending a third of their 
day at school, school-based nutrition programs 
are the ideal platform to successfully combat 
this trend. Halton Food for Thought, a charitable 
organization, now supports 140 nutrition 
programs in 96 schools around Halton. The 
programs give students the right fuel for learning, 
while encouraging children to make healthy 
choices and develop good eating habits.

Programs reflect the specific needs and 
environment of each school. Programs can 
provide a full breakfast, in-class snacks, front 
hallway grab-and-go nutrition stations, and 
packed lunches for students who routinely arrive 
at school without food.

The Breakfast Club is a social destination each 
morning, where students are more likely to 
gather to eat with their peers and arrive at school 
on time. Snack programs provide a nutritious 
boost for the entire school, and offer a low-risk 
environment to taste new fruits and vegetables.  
Classroom food basket stations allow students 
to access food throughout the day, ensuring that 
hunger is no longer a barrier to learning.

Our high school initiative gives one meal a day 
to more than 200 at-risk students who otherwise 
would have gone hungry. One student said, 
“When my family was having financial issues,  
the lunch program cards were a real blessing.  

My mom had become sick so she was working 
less and making less money. Having the cards 
made mornings that much easier and provided a 
much needed healthy lunch when I needed it.”

Principals also see the difference that student 
nutrition programs are making in their schools. 
Students are better able to problem-solve with 
their peers, so aggressive behaviour, student 
exhaustion, and incidents of bullying or fighting 
on school grounds have been reduced. One 
principal commented, “This is my first experience 
with a Halton Food for Thought program and I 
was sceptical at first. Now I would rate it as the 
most important supplementary program in our 
school and would be distressed if it did not exist.”

Since 1997, the number of participating schools 
has grown rapidly from six to 97. The number of 
nutrition programs has grown to more than 140. 
Findings from a recent evaluation show that 86% 
of parents believe the program reinforces healthy 
food options for their child(ren). In addition, 73% 
of parents are seeing positive changes in their 
child’s eating habits and food interests at home. 

“My child has ADHD, and almost never begins let 
alone finishes her lunch. She would arrive home 
at the end of the school day ill from not having 
eaten properly at school all day. Your program 
enables her to choose from a healthy assortment 
of foods, which she can eat mid-morning at her 
desk at her leisure. It enables her to maintain 
focus on her behaviour and studies throughout 
the day. I feel that this program is essential to 
our community. It makes a positive difference. 
My children are trying new foods, and asking for 
them at home. Thank you so much for such an 
amazing program!”



Healthy body weight
Nationally, childhood obesity has risen steadily in 
the last three decades. Canada now has one of 
the highest rates of obesity in the developed world. 
Especially concerning is the new data suggesting 
that even pre-school children as young as age 3 
are showing signs of excess weight and its related 
complications.14 

Overall, 26% of Canadian children aged 2 to17 are 
overweight or obese, with the percentage increasing 
with age. According to Statistics Canada, 21% of 2- 
to 5-year-olds are obese; among 12- to 17-year-olds, 
the figure is 29%. 

The 2009 Kindergarten Parent Survey reveals that 
21% of 5-year-olds living in Halton are reported by 
their parents to be overweight. For youth, there has 
been a 2% increase in obesity rates for both12- and 
15-year-olds since 2006. 

Children Are Healthy
Physical health

Key Findings
•  Rates of childhood obesity in Halton are similar 

to rates in Canada. 

•  Obesity rates among 5-year-olds in Halton 
(21%) have remained consistent from  
2006 to 2009.  Among youth, obesity rates 
have increased by 3% from 2006 (16%)  
to 2009 (19%). 

•  In Halton, rates of obesity are significantly 
higher for 5-year-olds (21%) and 15-year-olds 
(22%) compared to 12-year-olds (16%). 

•  The percentage of 12- and 15-year-olds who 
are physically active (by Health Canada’s 
recommendations) has declined slightly from 
2006 to 2009.

Childhood obesity is associated with: 

• Hypertension; 

• High cholesterol; 

• Type II diabetes; 

• Sleep apnea; 

• Orthopedic problems; 

• Depression; 

• Low self-esteem. 

Healthy eating and physical activity have a key role 
to play in obesity reduction.
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Physical activity
Being active as a child or teen will contribute 
to more positive health outcomes later in 
life. Children’s activity level is related to the 
development of their physical and mental health. 

Lack of physical activity can:

• contribute to a young person being overweight;

• impair development of bones and muscles;

• result in increased stress.

Regular physical activity helps young people 
grow stronger, feel happier, develop a healthy 
cardiovascular system, have better coordination 
and movement control, and is an important factor in 
reducing youth obesity. All children can be physically 
active whatever their age, ability or interest. Health 
literature and resources tell us that children do 
not have to participate in organized sports to be 
physically active. Even moderate physical activity, 
such as walking or bike riding to school or playing 
outside with friends, on most days of the week, can 
improve health. Young children aged 0 to 6 can 
benefit from participating in unstructured play.15 

Although Canada does not have physical activity 
guidelines for children under the age of five, health 
professionals agree that all children aged 1 to 4 
should participate in at least two hours (can be 
cumulative) of play, games, or recreation every day. 

Percent of 5, 12, and 15-year-olds considered  
to be overweight or obese

Data source: KPS, 2009; HYS 2009-2010.
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The 2004-2005 National Longitudinal Survey of 
Children and Youth (NLSCY) data shows that 36% 
of 2- to 3-year-olds and 44% of 4- to 5-year-olds 
are regularly engaged in unorganized sport and 
physical activity each week.

Experts also recommend that parents limit the 
amount of screen time (watching television or 
playing with computers) for that young age group. 

At the time the Halton Youth Survey (HYS) was 
administered, the Canadian Physical Activity 
Guideline recommendations encouraged children 
and youth to exercise for 90 minutes per day (can 
be cumulative), five days a week. According to the 
latest HYS, 53% of 12-year-olds and only 39% of 
15-year-olds reported being physically active for 
at least 90 minutes a day, five days a week. The 
current Canadian Physical Activity Guidelines, 
which were amended this year, recommend at 
least 60 minutes of moderate- to vigorous-intensity 
physical activity per day, three days per week.16 
The next reporting and surveillance cycle of  
the HYS will be adapted to reflect this change  
in standards.
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Developmental Assets help protect children and 
youth from engaging in patterns of health-risk 
behaviour. To illustrate, the following graph shows 
that students with more assets are more likely to be 
physically active during the week.

Children Are Healthy
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Percent of students who are physically active  
for 90 minutes a day at least 5 days a week,  

by number of assets

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.
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Adolescent and youth 
mental health

Key Findings
•  In Halton, 7% of youth are at risk for depression.

•  Risk for depression significantly differs by age, 
with a higher percentage of 15-year-olds (9%) 
at risk compared to 12-year-olds (5%).

•  Overall, 71% of youth reported high levels 
of self-esteem, with a greater percentage of 
males (75%) reporting high self-esteem in 
comparison to females (68%).

•  Levels of self-esteem, positive view of 
personal future, and perception of personal 
power decrease as a child ages.

Mental health in childhood and adolescence is 
defined by secure attachments, satisfying social 
relationships, the achievement of social and 
emotional milestones, and effective coping skills. 
Mentally healthy young people function well at 
home, in school, and in their communities.
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While mental health and well-being are important 
concerns at any age, the first five years of life 
create the foundation for a child to have positive 
relationships, self-confidence, and the ability to 
adapt to change and meet challenges successfully. 
When children with disorders are not effectively 
treated, they become more vulnerable and at-risk 
as they approach adulthood.17

Canadian adolescents are at high risk for mental 
illness and mood disorders. A systematic review 
of population-based studies suggest that most 
depressive symptoms start at approximately age 12  
and peak between the ages of 15 and 17.18 Research  
shows that one in five Ontarians under the age of 
17 has a mental health disorder causing significant 
distress and impairing day to day functioning.19  

The most common disorders are depression, 
low self-esteem, and problems with emotions, 
behaviour, or coping skills. Individuals with mood 
disorders are at high risk of suicide.

Depression
Depression is a serious condition that brings about 
substantial changes in mood, behaviour, and 
thinking. Globally, it affects 6 to 10% of children aged 
6 to 12, and 6 to 8% of adolescents aged 13 to 18. 
Signs and symptoms of depression in school include 
withdrawal from school activities, limited attention 
span, and decline in school work performance. Signs 
in general include persistent sadness, feelings of 
loneliness, aggressive outbursts, and demonstration 
of low self-esteem.17,19,20,21    
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In 2009, the risk for depression among youth in 
Halton was higher among 15-year-olds (9%) than 
12-year-olds (5%). While a majority of Ontario 
data excludes children and youth under the age of 
15, this trend is consistent with other findings for 
elevated depression among those aged 12 and 15, 
ranging from 3.7% to 6.1%.22

Developmental Assets help protect children and 
youth from engaging in patterns of health-risk 
behaviour. To illustrate, the graph below shows that 
students with more assets are less likely to be at 
risk for depression.

Percent of students who are at risk for depression,  
by number of assets

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.
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Self-esteem, positive view  
of personal future, and  
personal power
Young adulthood is a time of stress, underlined 
by pressure, heightened responsibility at school, 
independence, employment, and adult relationships. 
The most common symptom experienced by Ontario 
students is the feeling of being constantly under 
stress (38%), followed by losing sleep because of 
worrying (29%).22

Psychological and behavioural problems place youth 
at risk for:

• difficulties in school

• physical illness

• substance abuse

• future depressive episodes

• interpersonal or psychosocial difficulties

• suicide

Improving self-esteem, outlook, and personal power 
may help to prevent such problems. Promoting 
mental health helps young people to understand 
and express their feelings, be in control of their 
surroundings and future, and build their confidence, 
pride, and emotional resilience. In doing so they 
build capacity to learn and live. 

Findings from the 2009 Ontario Student Drug Use 
and Health Survey (OSDUHS), 9 out of every 
10 students in Grades 7 to 12 reported high self-
esteem. In Halton, 78% of all 12-year-olds and 
64% of all 15-year-olds report having high self-
esteem (HYS, 2009). The charts to the right show 
differences in levels of self-esteem by age and 
gender. Females in Grade 7 tend to report lower 
levels of self-esteem than males of the same age. 
This trend is similar for 15-year-olds.
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Most of Halton’s youth have a positive view of their personal future; however, when asked about the 
amount of control they feel they have over their life, less than half of youth aged 15 reported having high 
levels of personal power. The percentage is slightly higher for 12-year-olds (57%).
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2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 2009 2009 2009

Aldershot ** 27% 24% ** 5% 6% 82% 96% 66% 71% 23% 16% 20% 16% 19% 64% 53% 11% 4% 86% 87% 63%

SC  
Burlington ** 21% 22% ** 6% 4% 87% 93% 66% 69% 22% 25% 19% 13% 17% 60% 60% 5% 7% 80% 87% 62%

SE  
Burlington ** 19% 20% ** 5% 8% 95% 97% 62% 68% 23% 16% 18% 16% 13% 60% 54% 7% 4% 75% 81% 58%

NW 
Burlington ** 22% 15% ** 3% 11% 88% 88% 58% 58% 26% 30% 22% 12% 19% 58% 51% 10% * 81% 88% 62%

NC  
Burlington ** 23% 13% ** 6% 4% 84% 96% 72% 65% 23% 20% 23% 11% 18% 62% 56% 7% 5% 74% 87% 54%

NE  
Burlington ** 17% 14% ** 6% 7% 92% 97% 63% 65% 20% 20% 19% 13% 12% 56% 56% 4% 4% 82% 85% 63%

SW Oakville ** 12% 13% ** 5% 6% 89% 95% 71% 65% 17% 13% 18% 18% 14% 64% 56% 5% 4% 84% 86% 61%

SC Oakville ** 25% 24% ** 4% 7% 82% 94% 55% 59% 18% 13% 25% 18% 17% 59% 50% 9% * 69% 74% 62%

SE Oakville ** 14% 14% ** 6% 5% 91% 96% 69% 76% 27% 23% 18% 10% 15% 61% 58% 3% 5% 83% 81% 62%

Glen Abbey ** 10% 14% ** 3% 11% 91% 94% 72% 63% 27% 28% 15% 12% 20% 64% 55% 3% 5% 84% 86% 57%

NC Oakville ** 23% 15% ** 4% 4% 86% 97% 62% 64% 25% 27% 26% 16% 20% 59% 50% 3% 5% 74% 80% 51%

NE Oakville ** 10% 15% ** 7% 8% 90% 97% 73% 69% 27% 25% 22% 13% 9% 56% 58% 6% 5% 83% 79% 62%

NW Oakville ** 13% 13% ** 5% 6% 85% 96% 69% 65% 20% 19% 20% 10% 13% 51% 51% 3% 6% 82% 87% 57%

River Oaks ** 12% 11% ** 2% 3% 93% 96% 70% 66% 19% 21% 24% 12% 16% 55% 50% 5% 4% 83% 78% 55%

South Milton ** 15% 14% ** 5% 6% 87% 95% 61% 59% 17% 19% 26% 18% 14% 57% 49% 4% 6% 75% 84% 53%

West Milton ** 20% 19% ** 3% 2% 82% 93% 65% 64% 26% 25% 17% 21% 22% 54% 50% 5% 5% 69% 70% 44%

East Milton ** 26% 21% ** 6% 6% 85% 95% 64% 63% 24% 22% 27% 15% 21% 53% 49% 6% 8% 67% 77% 48%

Rural N. 
Halton ** 18% 13% ** 6% 3% 84% 96% 62% 63% 23% 18% 27% 15% 21% 50% 58% 6% * 74% 78% 57%

Acton ** 23% 20% ** 9% 8% 88% 97% 63% 60% 26% 25% 29% 20% 23% 47% 46% 9% 5% 69% 76% 49%

S  
Georgetown ** 17% 16% ** 7% 10% 91% 98% 58% 64% 26% 28% 18% 9% 15% 61% 58% 6% 5% 79% 83% 55%

N  
Georgetown ** 28% 18% ** 9% 3% 91% 92% 58% 59% 23% 23% 25% 18% 21% 58% 59% 5% 8% 75% 78% 52%

* Represents less than or equal to five students.
** Data not available
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Every child has the right to...
 “be happy and be educated to do the best.”

By Jasmine, age 11

Children Are Learning
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Key indicators in Halton
During preschool years
•  Preschool learning opportunities

On entry into Grade 1
• Developmental readiness at kindergarten

During the school years
• Student achievement at Grades 3, 6, and 9
• School engagement
• Participation in youth programs

Development and learning patterns are 
shaped by each child’s family, culture, 
and daily experiences. The quality  
of interpersonal relationships and 
experiences, family values and beliefs, 
and the range of programs and supports 
available all have an impact on the pattern 
and rate of development and learning.23  

During the  
preschool years

Young children thrive in early learning settings 
that meet their physical and developmental needs 
and provide a secure, respectful, and nurturing 
environment. In short, preschool is a time to expose 
children to early learning opportunities both inside 
and outside the home. 

Preschool learning opportunities
The early years set the stage for future health 
and success. Quality early learning experiences 
are opportunities to develop learning strategies, 
including how to plan, monitor, reflect, investigate, 
and solve problems, as well as exchange points 
of view and represent ideas.23,24,27 The physical, 
socio-emotional and intellectual development of 
children is dependent upon activity. It is through 
free and structured play that most early learning is 
achieved.25, 26 

Through interacting with other children and adults, 
children find out about themselves and their 
relationship to others, so opportunity for play is a 
key aspect of any program. 

In Halton, 37% of 5-year-olds have attended a 
children’s program in the past year. 

Preschool years refer to the time before a child 
formally enters the school system. It is the 
time when children are exposed to many new 
experiences. Research shows that the quality and 
quantity of those experiences lay the foundation for 
positive development.24,25,26 

Key Findings
•  Families in Halton continue to involve their 

children in preschool learning opportunities. 
The percentage of 5-year-olds involved in 
preschool learning programs has risen from 
28% in 2006 to 37% in 2009.
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Children Are Learning

While kindergarten is a universal experience for 
most children in Canada, the knowledge and skills 
children bring to school vary widely. Some have 
been exposed to a vast range of quality preschool 
opportunities, while others have not. Current 
research supports the idea that ongoing success in 
school is affected by the developmental readiness of 
children as they make the transition to Grade 1.

Developmental readiness at 
kindergarten
Developmental readiness refers to the child’s ability 
to meet the task demands of school and benefit 
from the educational activities provided. The current 
concept of developmental readiness encompasses 
much more than academic skills; children’s physical, 
social, emotional, oral communication, and cognitive 
skills contribute towards success in school.28 
Communities wanting to determine how well they are 
meeting local needs or what resources are needed 
to foster healthy child development can use the Early 
Development Instrument (EDI) to monitor children’s 
readiness to learn upon entry into Grade 1.

At entry into Grade 1
Key Findings
•  There has been no change in the rate of 

5-year-olds (24%) who are developmentally 
vulnerable on one or more domains on 
the Early Development Instrument. This 
represents approximately 1,220 vulnerable 
5-year-olds in Halton.

•  The percentage of vulnerable children is 
similar among the four municipalities.
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Children Are Learning

By Donna-Lynn Galloway, Curriculum Consultant, 
Halton Catholic District School Board and  
Sharon Campbell-Springstead, Early Literacy 
Specialist, Milton Community Resource Centre/
Ontario Early Years

In north Halton, parents are encouraged to support 
their child’s early literacy development through a 
community-based family literacy program called 
Family Literacy Clinics.

The clinics are based on the American Library 
Association’s ‘’Every Child Ready to Read,’’ which 
recognizes that parents and caregivers play a critical 
role in developing early literacy skills. 

The Acton program was developed after the 2010 
For the Love of Literacy Conference. Dr. Pelletier, 
an Associate Professor at the Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Education, spoke passionately about her 
research and the role of parents in early education 
and family literacy. She shared her findings on 
the benefits of family literacy programs, including 
the positive effects on home literacy practices and 
general gains in child literacy. 

The speech inspired Donna Lynn Galloway, the 
Early Years Curriculum Consultant for the Halton 
Catholic District School Board and Sharon Campbell-
Springstead, the Early Literacy Specialist with the 
Ontario Early Years Centres in Halton, to develop a 
family literacy program in Halton. 

In 2008, an Our Kids Network report identified Acton 
as a community with low rates of developmental 
readiness in children, so Acton was chosen to host 
the new program. The first school approached 
was St. Joseph’s Catholic Elementary School, and 
Principal Colin Simpson and Library Technician 
Kathleen LaSelva were immediately supportive.  
The goal was to create a great family experience, 
and also provide parents with the tools to help their 
child learn to read and write.

We distributed flyers at the spring kindergarten 
orientation evening at St. Joseph’s School, and 
posted information at Halton Hills Public Library, the 
Acton Hub, the YMCA Child Care Centre, stores, 
laundromats, and day care centres. The program 
targeted families, parents, and children from ages 
3.8 to 5 years of age. By the end of September, 11 
families and 13 children were registered.

In October 2010, the free Family Literacy Clinics 
ran for four consecutive weeks for 90 minutes on 
Wednesday evenings. The program was facilitated by 
Sharon Campbell-Springstead and Kathleen LaSelva. 
The activities were fun and supported a learning 
environment, and included stories, songs, arts and 
crafts, and a snack time (which were generously 
provided by the parents). Each week parents and 
children came to the clinic to work together on 
activities related to the six skills children must know 
in order to learn to read – narration, letter and shape 
recognition, printing, sounds, and vocabulary. 

Parent evaluations showed that they enjoyed 
participating in the clinics, felt more able to support 
their child’s literacy development, and would 
recommend the program to others. With the success 
of the program in Acton, a Milton program is being 
developed. It will be facilitated by the early literacy 
specialist and a settlement worker from the Halton 
Multicultural Council and will be aimed at helping new 
families to Canada. 

A Turn the Curve success story
Family Literacy Clinics in Acton

38



C
hildren A

re Learning

39

During the school years

School is a major part of any child’s developmental 
experience. Academic success paves the way for a 
smooth transition to adulthood. In Ontario, student 
achievement in reading, writing and mathematics 
is measured through standardized testing 
administered by the Province’s Education Quality 
and Accountability Office (EQAO). Each year 
students in Grades 3, 6, and 9 complete provincial 
testing. The results show students, parents, 
schools, and the public how well students are doing 
in language and mathematics. The Grades 3 and 6 
assessments of reading, writing and mathematics, 
and the Grade 9 mathematics assessments are 
based on expectations outlined by the Ministry of 
Education in the Ontario Curriculum. 

This report does not show results for Grade 3 
and Grade 6 writing and mathematics. Only 
reading assessment results are shown because 
assessment of reading is generally regarded as 
the most powerful indicator of academic progress. 
The results for Grade 9 academic and applied math 
are shown separately in this report. The following 
charts show data according to area of residence, 
not according to the school a child attends.

Key Findings
•  Students in Halton continue to meet the 

provincial expectations for reading and math 
at greater rates than students living elsewhere 
in Ontario.

•  Student reading and math achievement  
rates have significantly increased in Halton  
since 2007.

•  Overall, 74% of youth reported having high 
levels of engagement with their school. 
Oakville students are statistically more likely to 
have high levels of school engagement than 
students in the other municipalities. 

•  In Halton, 12-year-olds (63%) were more likely 
to participate in youth programs than 15-year-
olds (45%).
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School engagement
School engagement refers to the importance a 
young person places on doing well academically, 
learning new things, developing positive peer 
relationships, participating in extracurricular 
activities, and getting involved with student council 
or similar groups.

At school, young people are faced with many 
opportunities, as well as challenges related 
to developing academic, social, athletic and 
interpersonal skills. Measures of school belonging,  
membership, support, and satisfaction at school 
have been linked to better physical health and 
emotional well-being, and reduced likelihood of 
risk-taking behaviours such as smoking, alcohol 
use, illicit drug use, and crime.29  

In Halton, rates of school engagement are high, 
with 82% of 12-year-olds and 67% of 15-year-olds 
reporting that they are actively engaged in school. 
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Participation in youth programs
Youth programs, which include sports, clubs, 
organizations at school or in the community, 
and religious programs, can provide rewarding 
experiences that help build personal and 
social assets. Young people who participate in 
programs develop life skills, leadership skills, 
identity development, and increased self-esteem. 
Participation also provides a safe place for young 
people outside of school, which can help limit 
involvement in high-risk behaviours. 

In Halton, 63% of 12-year-olds and 45% of  
15-year-olds report high levels of participation  
in youth programs. 

Developmental Assets help protect students from 
engaging in patterns of high-risk behaviour. To 
illustrate, the graphs below show that students with 
more assets are less likely to skip class/school and 
more likely to achieve good grades.

Percent of students who have skipped  
class/school at least once in the last year  
without permission, by number of assets

Percent of students who usually get ‘A’ grades  
in school, by number of assets

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.
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2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2005 2007 2009 2005 2007 2009 2005 2007 2009 2005 2007 2009 2006 2009 2009

Aldershot 18% 34% 34% 26% 27% 27% 61% 69% 80% 70% 65% 81% 80% 82% 85% 54% 52% 55% 83% 88% 63%

SC 
Burlington 18% 33% 39% 23% 26% 30% 64% 68% 82% 67% 67% 79% 79% 85% 85% 55% 47% 49% 84% 86% 68%

SE 
Burlington 18% 26% 34% 26% 22% 21% 65% 69% 89% 65% 69% 84% 72% 89% 85% 56% 60% 56% 77% 83% 62%

NW 
Burlington 19% 26% 41% 32% 31% 27% 59% 63% 79% 68% 60% 78% 83% 75% 80% 58% 50% 49% 77% 85% 65%

NC 
Burlington 14% 31% 37% 28% 28% 26% 70% 72% 73% 74% 75% 79% 78% 85% 86% 46% 69% 41% 84% 81% 69%

NE 
Burlington 17% 25% 34% 25% 23% 20% 70% 70% 75% 71% 75% 87% 79% 84% 86% 45% 42% 46% 88% 85% 70%

SW Oakville 20% 26% 46% 18% 33% 29% 76% 71% 75% 72% 66% 84% 80% 82% 90% 47% 52% 65% 86% 89% 67%

SC Oakville 26% 36% 47% 27% 26% 34% 61% 47% 60% 52% 58% 67% 65% 74% 83% 30% 38% 57% 90% 81% 72%

SE Oakville 17% 25% 38% 22% 24% 25% 80% 84% 76% 74% 76% 85% 80% 82% 98% 46% 52% 66% 81% 83% 67%

Glen Abbey 8% 27% 36% 14% 20% 20% 78% 76% 75% 79% 77% 85% 83% 87% 90% 51% 34% 44% 87% 85% 61%

NC Oakville 12% 25% 36% 26% 24% 28% 68% 62% 71% 64% 77% 74% 81% 85% 85% 42% 35% 54% 84% 85% 66%

NE Oakville 11% 26% 41% 22% 19% 21% 71% 73% 79% 74% 80% 86% 77% 85% 95% 32% 43% 54% 82% 90% 75%

NW Oakville 21% 26% 37% 17% 30% 17% 72% 70% 74% 76% 73% 83% 71% 85% 89% 32% 53% 54% 87% 82% 70%

River Oaks 19% 30% 33% 23% 22% 26% 64% 64% 80% 72% 74% 81% 84% 85% 91% 51% 42% 41% 85% 80% 59%

South Milton 22% 22% 30% 30% 20% 24% 62% 69% 64% 66% 64% 77% 67% 70% 89% 32% 36% 39% 84% 82% 61%

West Milton 23% 40% 31% 36% 34% 32% 56% 67% 69% 61% 58% 65% 66% 78% 77% 43% 34% 54% 73% 68% 67%

East Milton 25% 36% 26% 15% 30% 35% 60% 65% 84% 62% 52% 83% 75% 68% 94% 40% 46% 65% 81% 75% 60%

Rural N. 
Halton 24% 22% 31% 24% 26% 18% 62% 77% 82% 64% 64% 84% 78% 82% 89% 45% 33% 47% 74% 75% 53%

Acton 23% 26% 42% 33% 41% 27% 60% 65% 65% 55% 53% 71% 83% 76% 77% 41% 42% 59% 69% 83% 49%

S 
Georgetown 24% 32% 50% 18% 21% 23% 75% 72% 65% 73% 70% 79% 82% 78% 91% 49% 36% 54% 83% 79% 54%

N 
Georgetown 25% 34% 47% 26% 23% 25% 71% 67% 73% 62% 65% 81% 72% 65% 89% 48% 32% 64% 85% 72% 51%
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Every child has the right to...
 “feel beautiful, to feel accepted, to be respected 

and to feel loved”
By Bekky, age 18

Children Are Positively Connected
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Key indicators in Halton
Supportive and caring environment
•  Family support
•  Caring neighbourhood
•  Caring school climate

Boundaries and expectations
• Positive peer influence

Commitment to learning
• Bonding to school

Positive values
• Equality and social justice
•  Spiritual engagement

Social competence
• Peer connectedness

A vital component of child and youth 
development is connecting with parents, 
peers, schools, and communities.  
In the early years, parental connections 
form the secure base from which a child 
can explore his or her environment 
and develop a sense of competency. 
According to a report released by 
the Canadian Institute for Health 
Information, youth who say that they 
have positive ties with family, school, 
peers, and the community tend to be in 
better health and have higher self-worth.

Developmental Asset 
category: supportive and 
caring environments

Key Findings
•  Rates of positive family support differ by age. A 

significantly higher percentage of 12-year-olds 
(72%) reported feeling loved and encouraged 
by their families than 15-year-olds (53%). 

•  Overall, 63% of youth in Halton reported feeling 
that their neighbours cared about them. Youth 
in Halton Hills are statistically more likely to 
report feeling cared about by their neighbours 
than youth in other municipalities.
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This category refers to the way young people 
experience love, affirmation, and acceptance. Young 
people need to be surrounded by individuals who 
love, care for, appreciate, and accept them. Ideally, 
young people experience an abundance of support 
not only in their families, but also from many other 
people in the community, such as neighbours, 
teachers, and other significant adults.

Family support
Family support refers to how parents, siblings, and 
extended family show love and encouragement, and 
comfort each other. Nurturing behaviour involves 
acts and attitudes that enhance the well-being of 
children and result in positive emotional relationships 
between the parent and child. Young people who 
have these supports are less likely to participate 
in risk-taking behaviours. Especially for younger 
adolescents, parental caring and support are often 
cited as the most important reason why a young 
person does not experiment with alcohol, drugs,  
and other illicit substances. 
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Caring neighbourhood
In caring neighbourhoods, adults take an interest in 
and are willing to intervene in the lives of children 
and youth. Research shows that youth who reside 
in caring neighbourhoods experience better 
grades, higher self-esteem, reduced violence, and 
are less likely to engage in risky behaviour. With 
more people developing their careers away from 
where they grew up or living at a distance from 
their families, it is important within communities 
that we build good relations with our neighbours 
and form strong friendships. Benefits of a strong 
caring neighbourhood include a greater sense of 
community, improved mobilization for community 
action, easier dispute resolution among neighbours, 
and reduced acts of graffiti and violence.30

In Halton, 70% of 12-year-olds and 55% of 15-year-
olds reported feeling that their neighbours cared 
about them.

Caring school climate
School climate describes the environment in which 
teachers and students interact. It refers to the “feel” 
of a school, and can vary from school to school 
within the same district. A caring school climate is 
one where students feel that their school supports 
and encourages them. Youth are more likely to 
grow up healthy when their school provides a caring 
environment. 

In Halton, 74% of 12-year-olds and 61% of 15-year-
olds reported experiencing a caring school climate. 

In Halton, levels of family support are high with 
12-year-olds (72%), but only 53% of 15-year-old 
students report their family loves and encourages 
them.
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Key Findings
•  Rates of positive peer influence decrease as 

children age. In Halton, 12-year-olds (75%) 
are more likely to report having positive peer 
influences in comparison to 15-year-olds (44%).

Key Findings
•  The percentage of youth who have developed 

strong bonds to their school statistically differs 
by age. A higher percentage of 12-year-olds 
(51%) report that they care about their school 
compared to 15-year-olds (44%).

The assets in this category refer to the need for 
youth to have clear and enforced boundaries to 
complement support and empowerment. Young 
people need clear rules, consistent consequences 
for breaking rules, and encouragement to be and 
do their best. Ideally, boundaries are experienced 
in family and school settings, providing a set of 
consistent messages about behaviour that is 
tolerable or intolerable.

Positive peer influence
Since young people spend a lot of time with peers, 
it is not surprising that they have a lot of influence. 
The credibility, power, and influence of peers are 
greater during the middle years than at any other 
time in life. Studies show that most young people 
discuss options with their friends before deciding 
what to do. People choose friends who have 
characteristics or talents that they admire and who 
accept or see them in a favourable light. A powerful 
positive peer influence can motivate a young 
person to make healthy choices and engage in less 
risky or dangerous behaviour by modeling socially 
appropriate behaviours.

In Halton, rates of positive peer influence decrease 
as children age. While 75% of 12-year-olds reported 
having positive peer influences, this was true for only 
44% of 15-year-olds.

A commitment to learning is essential for  
young people in today’s rapidly changing world. 
Developing intellectual curiosity and the skills to  
gain new knowledge, learn from experience, and 
adapt to change enable youth to succeed in school 
and later in life. Young people need to understand 
the importance of lifelong learning and believe in 
their own abilities. 
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Bonding to school
Young people do best when they are committed 
to learning. According to the Search Institute, 
studies have found that young people who care 
about school have connections with teachers, 
other school staff, and other students. Students 
with a strong bond to their school are more likely to 
enjoy school, be successful, and develop a greater 
commitment to learning.31

Approximately half (51%) all 12-year-olds and  
44% of 15-year-olds reported feeling a bond to  
their school.

Equality and social justice
Research shows that young people who place a 
high value on promoting equality and reducing 
social problems such as hunger and poverty are 
more caring and willing to help people who are 
less fortunate. They have a heightened sense of 
fairness and also grow up healthier and become 
stronger leaders. 

In Halton, similar rates of 12-year-olds (44%) and 
15-year-olds (41%) report placing a high value 
on promoting equality and social justice. Female 
youth (50%) were more likely to place a high value 
on promoting equality and social justice than male 
youth (35%).
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Key Findings
•  Comparisons among all youth show that a 

significantly higher percentage of females 
(50%) than males (35%) report placing a high 
value on promoting equality and social justice.

Positive values are important external compasses 
that guide young people’s priorities. Young people 
need strong guiding values or principles to help them 
make healthy life choices. 
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Spiritual engagement
Social engagement is currently recognized as 
being most strongly linked to overall happiness; 
however, there is also evidence that shows a close 
link between spiritual or religious practice and 
mental well-being and happiness. Both spirituality 
and organized religion can help give people 
perspective and hope. By believing in something 
greater than themselves, it may help them stay 
positive in times of sadness, and may help young 
people foster resilience.

Of the youth surveyed, 26% of 12-year-olds and 
20% of 15-year-olds indicated that having spiritual 
or religious values is personally helpful to them.

Peer connectedness
Peer connectedness is defined as the degree of 
intimacy, closeness, and warmth experienced in 
relationships between individual students or students 
within a group. As children become older, friendships 
with peers become increasingly important and are 
a key source of influence. Peer connectedness 
is affected by the quality of interactions within 
friendships – for example, if young people have 
many friends, if they get along well with peers, and if 
others their age like them and want to be friends.

Adolescent friendships contribute to developing 
social and emotional skills. Having close positive 
relationships with friends is a good buffer against 
pressures, problems, and involvement in risky 
behaviour.32 Additionally, youth who report high 
levels of peer connectedness are more likely to 
report high self-worth, good health status, and 
lower levels of anxiety.1 

In Halton, levels of peer connectedness are high, 
with 74% of 12-year-olds and 73% of 15-year-olds 
reporting closeness in relationships with their peers.
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Key Findings
•  Overall, levels of peer connectedness are  

high with 74% of 12-year-olds and 73% of 
15-year-olds reporting close relationships  
with their peers.

This category is about the important personal skills 
young people need to navigate through the web 
of choices they face every day. These skills lay a 
foundation for independence and competence as 
children make the transition into young adulthood. 
Young people need these skills to interact effectively 
with others, to make difficult decisions, and to cope 
with new situations. 
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By Bianca Nagy

In 2006, a public health nurse came into my class 
to talk about safe partying. She didn’t lecture us or 
tell us not to party. She was non-judgmental and 
asked a lot of questions so she could learn from 
us. My friends and I had a lot to share. We were in 
Grade 11 and were doing a lot of partying and could 
relate to some of the dangers that she talked about. 
After the class, she approached us and asked if 
we would like to work with her to educate Grade 7, 
8, and 9 students about alcohol and drug use. We 
immediately said yes! We needed volunteer hours 
and weren’t really connected to anything else in the 
school. Also, the thought of helping young people 
avoid some of the things that we saw was really cool.

The next time we met with the nurse, we spent time 
learning together as she guided us toward resources 
to read. She said it was up to us what we wanted to 
say to the kids that we were in charge of developing 
the presentation. We were being given the chance  
to make a difference and she trusted us to do it.  

At our second meeting we presented our ideas to 
her. We thought it should be fun like a game and  
we picked the most important facts that we thought 
the audience should know. The public health  
nurse helped us fine-tune our presentation  
and gave us a lot of feedback along the way. 
Practising really helped us to be more comfortable 
with the information and relaxed speaking in front  
of a group.

The first Grade 8 class we presented to was 
awesome! The nurse helped when we got stuck or 
when questions from the audience were too hard, but 
mainly kept silent and was just there for support. I 
was very surprised by the way the kids listened to us. 
Some of them gave us hugs after the presentation 
and said they would look for us next year when they 
came to high school. After that, we presented at least 
10 more times. We stopped getting nervous and 
started to feel like experts. I was also dealing with 
personal issues during that time and it was nice to 
have another adult around that wasn’t a parent.

The following year we were invited to speak at 
a regional conference, presenting to more than 
100 youth, professionals, and the media. It was 
unbelievable. It’s not usually kids like us that get this 
kind of opportunity. It wasn’t just about presenting 
either. The public health nurse got us involved 
in all kinds of projects. In particular, there was a 
community committee that was trying to open a youth 
clinic. I became so interested and motivated by the 
project that I volunteered on that committee for the 
next five years. I was advocating to elected officials, 
petitioning, and going to meeting after meeting. 
Finally in 2010, the clinic opened. I had a chance to 
speak again in front of a large audience, including 
professionals and the media, and spoke about my 
involvement and how I got to standing there. 

A Turn the Curve success story
“Where I am today”– A story about what can happen when you 
intentionally build assets in youth.

Public health nurses from the Halton Region 
Youth Health Team use Developmental Assets 
as a framework for positive youth development 
in high schools. One nurse said, “We used to 
run time limited programs and when they were 
done, we would never see the kids again.”  
In embracing the Developmental Assets 
approach, the nurses learned that it’s all about 
working with the youth and not for them, 
sustaining that relationship, and creating 
environments that are safe and inclusive so 
they use their time constructively alongside 
adult mentors and peers. 

– Mary Tabak,  
Public Health Nurse, Halton Region
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All of the Developmental Asset categories 
were illustrated in this example: support, 
empowerment, boundaries and expectations, 
constructive use of time, commitment to 
learning, positive values, social competencies, 
and positive identity; however, the keys to 
success were intentionality, relationships, and 
ongoing connection. When these are built 
into programs with kids, chances of success 
increase dramatically.

 – Mary Tabak,  
Public Health Nurse, Halton Region

I’m in my second year of university now and recently 
changed my major to Political Science. I want to 
continue to make the world a better place. I feel like 
I have the experience, skills, and support needed 
to help me to do this. I don’t know if this is what the 
public health nurse had intended, but I’m grateful for 
the day that she asked us to get involved.

At the official grand opening of the new public health clinic in Oakville, Health@232, are, from left, Dr. Bob Nosal, 
Halton Regional Medical Officer of Health, Regional Councilor and Health and Social Services Committee Chair  
Clark Somerville, Regional Chair Gary Carr, Regional Councillor Cathy Duddeck, Bianca Nagy, member of the 
project’s youth steering committee (and author of the Turn the Curve Success Story), Regional Councilor Jeff Knoll 
and Mayor Rob Burton. Photo by Eric Riehl / Oakville Beaver



2006 2009 2009 2006 2009 2009 2006 2009 2009 2009 2006 2009
Aldershot 75% 82% 75% 73% 72% 78% 57% 55% 38% 20% 78% 79%
SC Burlington 78% 81% 69% 72% 78% 79% 52% 61% 53% 28% 81% 79%
SE Burlington 63% 71% 73% 75% 72% 63% 40% 45% 47% 21% 73% 73%
NW Burlington 65% 76% 69% 80% 82% 78% 39% 59% 56% 23% 79% 73%
NC Burlington 69% 71% 74% 82% 76% 79% 46% 54% 52% 23% 80% 73%
NE Burlington 76% 75% 73% 85% 80% 82% 62% 55% 49% 33% 82% 77%
SW Oakville 81% 77% 74% 85% 80% 84% 55% 53% 43% 21% 78% 76%
SC Oakville 75% 78% 63% 81% 60% 75% 55% 54% 42% 35% 71% 58%
SE Oakville 69% 78% 69% 75% 74% 77% 36% 43% 55% 34% 76% 77%
Glen Abbey 78% 76% 67% 79% 78% 75% 53% 53% 35% 22% 81% 71%
NC Oakville 73% 68% 63% 80% 77% 71% 54% 49% 46% 25% 70% 76%
NE Oakville 74% 73% 71% 80% 71% 81% 50% 55% 51% 34% 75% 77%
NW Oakville 79% 70% 66% 83% 79% 79% 66% 60% 37% 31% 81% 70%
River Oaks 69% 73% 74% 75% 74% 81% 45% 53% 43% 23% 78% 73%
South Milton 73% 65% 65% 82% 76% 73% 61% 55% 40% 37% 76% 73%
West Milton 77% 63% 63% 75% 62% 67% 38% 31% 38% 19% 79% 76%
East Milton 69% 68% 65% 82% 65% 59% 39% 45% 40% 25% 71% 65%
Rural N. Halton 66% 71% 70% 73% 71% 73% 43% 49% 46% 15% 65% 73%
Acton 59% 72% 65% 65% 75% 71% 26% 45% 34% 21% 72% 74%
S Georgetown 71% 70% 79% 77% 70% 77% 46% 38% 40% 20% 81% 79%
N Georgetown 74% 73% 79% 82% 71% 79% 53% 50% 47% 17% 79% 76%
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Every child has the right to...
 “Help people they care about. Show there 

feelings. Help make things easier.”
By Jacob, age 8
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Key indicators in Halton
Safety from injury
• Serious injury

Safety from high-risk behaviours
• Involvement in criminal activity
• Heavy drinking
• Smoking cigarettes
• Cannabis use

Safety from harm
• Bullying
• Sense of safety

The 2011 Report Card considers many 
indicators in assessing children’s 
safety at home, at school, and in the 
community, all of which are important in 
helping them thrive. Safe environments 
benefit children by providing a sense 
of personal security that allows them to 
take maximum advantage of learning 
and social opportunities.33

Injury
Key Findings
•  For the first time in 2009, high school students 

were asked about injuries in the past year. High 
school students (31%) were significantly more 
likely to report experiencing serious injury than 
5-year-olds (8%).

Experience of serious injury
Each year injuries cause more deaths in Canadian 
children and youth over the age of one than all other 
causes of death in those age groups combined. 
Statistics Canada and recent studies report the 
top 15 major causes of unintentional injury deaths 
are: motor vehicle crashes, choking, drowning, 
pedestrian injuries, falling, poisoning, fire/burns, 
bikes, dog bites, suffocation, baby walkers, sports 
injuries, guns, power windows, and toppling 
televisions.34, 35

Injuries are largely preventable and action can be 
taken to reduce the risk of severe injury for local 
children and youth. In Halton, 8% of 5-year-olds 
have experienced a serious injury that required 
medical attention. For 12- and 15-year-olds, the rate 
was higher at 31%.
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High-risk behaviours

Key Findings
•  Involvement in criminal activity was significantly 

greater for 15-year-olds (26%) than 12-year-
olds (14%).

•  The percentage of youth participating in 
heavy drinking at least once in the past year, 
decreased from 2006 to 2009. For 12-year-
olds the rate decreased from 10% to 6%, for 
15-year-olds from 50% to 47%.

•  Halton’s 15-year-olds continue to adopt 
cigarette-smoking at rates similar to those of 
youth in Ontario.

•  The self-reported rate of cannabis use among 
students has not changed from 2006 to 2009. 

While youth today have many advantages and 
opportunities, they also face challenges and difficult 
emotional changes. Challenges related to physical 
health, mental health, and managing behaviours 
are known to negatively affect positive youth 
development and increase involvement in criminal 
activity, drinking, smoking, and substance use. 

Involvement in criminal activity
High-risk behaviours are those that can have 
adverse effects on the overall development and 
well-being of youth or that might prevent them from 
future successes and development. These include 
behaviours that cause immediate physical injury 
(e.g., fighting), as well as behaviours with cumulative 
negative effects (e.g., substance use). Risk 
behaviours and exposure to criminal activity can 
also affect youth by disrupting normal development, 
impeding academic achievement, or preventing 
them from participating in typical experiences for 
their age group.36  

Statistics Canada reports that nearly 165,000 
young people were implicated in some violation 
of the Criminal Code, excluding traffic offences, in 
2009.37 Some of those implicated were charged (or 
recommended for charging) by police (42%); others 
were dealt with by means other than the formal laying 
of a charge (58%). For example, if not charged, 
youth are diverted from the formal criminal justice 
system and given warnings, cautions, and referrals to 
community programs.

The following chart shows the percentage of Halton 
youth aged 12 and 15 who reported being involved in 
some type of criminal activity. Four related indicators 
have been used to measure criminal activity: 

•  Damaging or destroying someone else’s property; 

• Carrying a weapon for defense or use in a fight;

•  Selling illicit substances (drugs); 

•  Being part of a group that broke the law by stealing, 
causing harm to another, or damaging property. 

Findings from the Halton Youth Survey show that 
14% of 12-year-olds reported being involved in some 
type of criminal activity in the past year. The rate for 
15-year-olds is almost double (26%).
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Heavy drinking
Heavy drinking is defined as consuming five  
or more drinks on a single occasion. Those who 
engage in heavy drinking are at increased  
risk of fights, unwanted sexual advances,  
and automotive collisions.

According to the 2009 Ontario Student Drug Use 
and Health Survey (OSDUHS), 3% of students in 
Grade 7 and 26% of students in Grade 10 reported 
having at least one episode of heavy drinking within 
the past month. In Halton, the rate for 12-year-olds  
is 6%. By age 15, the rate of heavy drinking 
increased to 47%.

Developmental Assets help protect students  
from engaging in patterns of high-risk behaviour. 
To illustrate, the graph below shows that students 
with more assets are less likely to engage in 
heavy drinking.
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Percent of students who engage in heavy drinking 
at least once a month, by number of assets

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.
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Smoking 
Smoking cigarettes is related to more than two 
dozen diseases and conditions, and has negative 
effects on nearly every organ of the body. Smoking 
tobacco remains the leading cause of preventable 
death and disease, and the negative health effects 
of exposure to second-hand tobacco smoke are 
now well documented by Health Canada.

Adolescents in Grades 5 through 10 are most 
vulnerable to start smoking. According to the 2008-
2009 Health Canada’s Youth Smoking Survey, the 
reported average age of smoking a whole cigarette 
for the first time is 12. Statistics show that 12% of 
all Ontarians aged 12 to 17 smoke, including 1% 
of 12-year-olds and 15% of 15-year-olds.38 Similar 
rates are found in Halton for 12-year-olds (1%) and 
15-year-olds (13%).
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Developmental Assets help protect students  
from engaging in patterns of high-risk behaviour.  
To illustrate, the graph below shows that students 
with more assets are less likely to smoke cigarettes.

100

80

60

40

20

Oakville Burlington Milton Halton Hills HALTON
0

13
11

14

1
13

2
10

1
13

12-year-olds   15-year-olds

100

80

60

40

20

Oakville Burlington Milton Halton Hills HALTON
0

26

11

26

1

25

1

21

1

26

12-year-olds   15-year-olds

Percent of 12 & 15-year-olds who currently  
smoke cigarettes

Percent of 12 & 15-year-olds report using cannabis 
in the past 12 months

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 

Percent of students who currently smoke 
cigarettes, by number of assets

Data Source: HYS, 2009-2010 
HYS items were adapted from the Developmental Assets Profile Survey with 
permissions. Copyright © 2004 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  
All rights reserved.
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Cannabis use
Adolescence is generally the time when young 
people take risks and begin experimenting with drugs.  
Those who report experimenting with a number of 
substances describe alcohol, tobacco products,  
and cannabis (also known as marijuana), as 

the most common. Although many adolescents 
experiment with substances and stop using them 
relatively quickly, some do remain occasional 
or recreational users, and a few become heavy 
users.39, 40

Drug use has negative impacts on health and  
brain functioning.41 Cannabis use can impair 
judgment and affect personality and behaviour. 
It can cause unpredictable effects, depending on 
the amount taken, the person’s age and medical 
condition, and other factors such as mood and 
environment. Using cannabis at an early age has 
been linked to weaker connections to family and 
school, increased emotional distress, violence,  
and antisocial behaviours.42

Canadian paediatricians firmly believe that 
cannabis use is a harmful, risky practice among 
young people, especially those at risk of engaging 
in multiple risky behaviours. Consistent with 
patterns relating to tobacco use, reported use 
of cannabis and all other drugs is higher among 
students in Grade 10 compared with Grade 7. 

In Halton, the reported rate of cannabis use among 
12-year-olds is 1%. For those aged 15, the rate 
increases to 25%.
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Safety from harm

Key Findings
•  In Halton, 39% of 12-year-olds and 28% of 

15-year-olds have experienced some form of 
bullying at school.

•  Overall, 86% of youth feel safe at school and 
in their neighbourhood Comparisons among 
municipalities show that Milton youth are 
less likely to feel safe at school and in their 
neighbourhood 

Exposure to bullying
Bullying is a serious anti-social behaviour that 
threatens individuals, families, schools, and 
communities. It occurs when a person or a group of 
people continually do or say things to have power 
over another person, or attempt to make a person 
feel afraid or uncomfortable. It includes behaviours 
such as teasing, bugging, threatening, spreading 
rumours or lies, hitting, stealing, social exclusion, 
and making others do things they don’t want to do. 
The four most common types of bullying are verbal, 
physical, social, and cyber.

Boys tend to be more likely to bully and be bullied, 
usually in the form of a physical attack and exhibiting 
aggressive behaviour. Alternatively, girls appear 
to be more prone to indirect bullying in the form of 
social isolation, slandering, and the spreading of 
rumours.43, 44

Bullying can have serious and long-term effects. 
Children who are bullied are more likely to be 
depressed, anxious, have low self-esteem, and think 
about suicide. 

Bullying continues to be a significant problem in 
Canada, with an alarming proportion of young 
people reporting involvement in bullying either as 
the aggressor, victim, or both.33 In Ontario, one third 
of students in Grades 7 to 12 report being bullied at 
school and just under one third report having bullied 
someone else.45  

Averages in Halton are similar to the provincial 
statistics, with 28% of 15-year-old students and 39% 
of 12-year-old students reporting being bullied at 
school in 2009.
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Feelings of safety at school 
and where they live 
Students who feel their home, school, and 
neighbourhood are safe places to be are more 
likely to enjoy spending quality time at home, 
going to school, and participating in positive social 
behaviours.1 Across Halton, feelings of general 
safety are high, with 87% of 12-year-olds and 83% 
of 15-year-olds indicating they feel safe at school 
and where they live.
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By Sheila Slattery-Ford,  
Aldershot Hub Coordinator

Aldershot is the neighbourhood located at the 
extreme southwest corner of Halton. It sits on the 
scenic shores of Lake Ontario and houses the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, a sailing club, and a golf club.  
It has the largest number of high-income households 
in Halton, but also the highest density housing and 
the most low-income households.

 Aldershot is one of the most organized communities 
in Halton – it has a local newspaper, a directory  
of local services and events, a summer festival,  
and the well-established Partnering Aldershot,  
a local group representing the social service and 
business community.

In 2006, 9% of 12-year-olds living in Aldershot 
reported experiencing serious injury that required 
being seen by a medical practitioner (HYS, 2006).
To address the issue, City Councillor Rick Craven, 
a member of Partnering Aldershot, drew together 
individuals and community organizations who could 
help, enlisting Halton Regional Police Service, 
the YMCA, Halton Children’s Aid Society, Halton 
Region’s Health Department, Aldershot School, 
Burlington Skateboarding School, Burlington Cycling 
Club, Burlington Parks and Recreation, and the 
Aldershot Hub of Our Kids Network. Together they 

decided to host an injury prevention event to promote 
safe biking and skateboarding practices and the 
importance of wearing a helmet at any age. Students 
at Aldershot School helped by giving the event its 
name –A Wheel Fun Event!

The event was held at Aldershot Arena. The 
organizing partners and students worked together to 
help design and print signs, borrow equipment, raise 
donations for prizes, purchase helmets and food, 
and cook hot dogs. The Burlington Fire Department, 
St. John’s Ambulance, and Emergency Measures 
Services all participated with interactive displays. 
The school trustees promoted the event to the local 
schools and high school students volunteered to help 
organize the day. 

In total, 60 helmets were given away, 54 children 
participated in a safety course on bicycling and 
skateboarding, and injury prevention messages 
were shared with 60 families. Leftover helmets were 
distributed by the Aldershot Hub throughout the 
summer months.

Since the event, the committee has continued to 
address injury prevention and safety in Aldershot.  
As the group gained momentum, more partners 
joined the cause, including the Community of 
Aldershot Safety Team, recently established by  
the staff at Aldershot School.

A Turn the Curve success story
A Wheel Fun Event!
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2003 2006 2009 2009 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009
Aldershot 13% 9% 5% 25% 11% 12% 5% 31% 36% 88% 5% * 3% *
SC Burlington 12% 6% 11% 31% 11% 13% 5% 32% 37% 93% 3% * 0% *
SE Burlington 9% 7% 5% 34% 14% 14% 8% 30% 47% 86% 2% * * *

NW Burlington 13% 4% 9% 32% 11% 12% 5% 29% 44% 87% 3% * * *
NC Burlington 13% 4% 7% 35% 16% 8% 7% 32% 42% 90% * 2% * 3%
NE Burlington 11% 7% 6% 27% 14% 7% 6% 28% 40% 93% * * * *
SW Oakville 9% 6% 4% 31% 14% 11% 3% 28% 36% 89% * * * 0%
SC Oakville 18% 0% 6% 21% 20% 16% * 26% 40% 80% * * * 0%
SE Oakville 8% 8% 8% 26% 12% 9% 5% 35% 35% 83% * * * *
Glen Abbey 10% 11% 8% 29% 10% 6% 4% 25% 34% 91% * * * *
NC Oakville 13% 9% 3% 31% 15% 6% 7% 27% 45% 87% * * * *
NE Oakville 16% 9% 8% 26% 6% 9% * 26% 27% 91% * * * 0%
NW Oakville 10% 7% 9% 27% 13% 6% 6% 26% 40% 91% * 2% 0% *
River Oaks 10% 6% 6% 27% 12% 8% 5% 23% 29% 91% * * * *
South Milton 14% 3% 9% 32% 18% 12% 6% 20% 42% 86% * * * *
West Milton 13% 11% 9% 36% 27% 9% 17% 37% 39% 73% * * * *
East Milton 7% 5% 7% 42% 25% 9% 16% 31% 50% 80% * * * *
Rural N. Halton 9% 0% 5% 39% 16% 18% 6% 30% 41% 85% * * * *
Acton 12% 9% 5% 31% 11% 10% 12% 38% 53% 74% * * * *
S Georgetown 9% 7% 8% 34% 11% 14% 5% 26% 34% 90% * * * *
N Georgetown 16% 9% 9% 34% 17% 13% 7% 34% 42% 89% 3% * 2% *

* Represents less than or equal to five students
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Families Are Strong and Stable

Every child has the right to...
 “A loving family can support all needs for the 

child. It will give success in the childs life.”
By Lauren, age 9

In
 2

00
9 

O
K

N
 a

sk
ed

 2
00

 H
al

to
n 

ch
ild

re
n 

an
d 

yo
ut

h 
to

 re
sp

on
d 

to
 th

e 
st

at
em

en
t “

E
ve

ry
 c

hi
ld

 h
as

 th
e 

rig
ht

 to
…

” w
ith

 th
ei

r o
w

n 
id

ea
s 

an
d 

th
ou

gh
ts

.



Fam
ilies A

re Strong and Stable

63

Key indicators in Halton
Child care capacity
• Child care space
• Use of child care

Quality child care
• Quality First program

Parenting capacity
• Parenting supports
• Positive family communication

Parental monitoring
• Family boundaries

Quality time 
• Quality time spent with family
• Regular family meals

Strong families are the building blocks 
to a stable community. Strong families 
meet challenges and adapt to change. 
They provide the first line of emotional, 
social, and financial support to each 
other. Research into family influences on 
children and youth shows that parents 
who set firm boundaries, and are 
empathetic and nurturing, contribute to 
children’s positive social development 
and good health. Stability in the home, 
the emotional availability of parents and 
how well children communicate with their 
parents are important protective factors.1

Child care capacity
Key Findings
•  In Halton, there has been a significant increase 

in the use of child care from 2003 to 2009.

•  Similar trends in child care use are seen across 
the four municipalities.

Studies in child development identify the first five 
years of life as critical in a child’s development; 
therefore, it is important that high quality care be 
available to infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and 
school age children. Licensed, quality child care in 
Halton is an essential social and educational service 
that enriches early childhood learning opportunities 
while providing care. It allows parents to work or to 
receive education and training knowing that their 
children are safe and well looked after. The Halton 
child care system also provides invaluable support 
to the families of children with special needs.

When demand for high quality child care is greater 
than the supply, reliance on social programs can 
increase, an underground economy can thrive, 
and parent dissatisfaction can grow. While early 
learning opportunities benefit both children and 
parents, families continue to face the challenge of 
finding reliable, safe, affordable, high quality child 
care for their children. This is particularly difficult for 
low-income families who need supportive early care 
and education to help overcome the disadvantages 
of poverty.

The charts below show the increasing demand for 
high quality child care in Halton, and the growing 
number of parents of 5-year-old children who use 
child care on a regular basis.
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Quality child care

Key Findings
•  More than 120 child care centres, representing 

7,577 licensed child care spaces, are 
participating in Quality First, along with 1,195 
Early Childhood Educators and centre staff.

Most working parents depend on some form of non-
parental care, either informally in the child’s home or 
in someone else’s home, or formally in a child care 
centre. The established view among researchers is 
that a higher quality of child care is associated with 
better developmental outcomes. 24,25 

The term “high quality” refers to child care that 
exceeds the minimum standards. It goes beyond 
being a safe and secure place for children; it 
provides nurturing relationships and stimulating 
environments that support children’s development 
and foster learning.

Quality First was launched in 2005 to develop 
and support a high level of quality child care and 
education for young children and families living in 
Halton. There are now more than 1,000 child care 
professionals and more than 120 child care centres 
participating. The following charts show Halton’s 
progress in promoting Quality First. 
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By Tina Santonato,  
Project Coordinator, Quality First,  
The Halton Resource Connection (THRC)

In 2004, the child care community in Halton came 
together to start a discussion about how to develop 
and support high quality care and education for 
young children.

It began in April of that year, when more than 80 
people attended a community forum. Three priority 
areas emerged from the discussions: improving the 
level of quality in child care programs; developing 
the level of professionalism of individuals working 
with children, and supporting the success of early 
childhood education students. 

Meetings and discussions continued, and the 
Quality First initiative was born. It addressed the 
need to develop and support a high level of quality 
care and education for young children and families. 
A committee then began to create and implement a 
model for supporting quality care.

Nothing like this had ever been done before in 
Halton. The Quality First Advisory Committee 
consisted of staff from Halton Region Children’s 
Services, the Ministry of Children and Youth 
Services, members of the Association of Early 
Childhood Educators of Ontario, Sheridan College, 
and community-based child care programs, 
including non-profit organizations. 

In 2005, when the Halton Healthy Community Fund 
provided funds that would give licensed preschool 
programs an opportunity to participate, four pilot 
sites were chosen to test the preschool model. In 
2006, Quality First officially launched the preschool 
model for all licensed child care centres in Halton. 
In 2008, the infant/toddler model was launched, 
followed by the school-age model in 2009. 

Since the launch of the full program in 2006, the 
Halton child care community continues to show 
an interest in Quality First. Enrolment rises each 
year with more staff and centres participating. 
Today, almost 2,000 early childhood educators 
(ECEs) have been trained by Quality First and 
more than 120 child care centres are participating 
in the program. Support has grown from one staff 
coordinator to nine full-time consultants, a program 
assistant, and 32 volunteers. 

ECEs report significant improvements in their 
knowledge, skills, and practice. Child care centres 
have demonstrated significant improvements in 
key measures of centre quality, and stakeholders 
of the child care system have reported positive 
gains for the system. Quality First continues to 
grow – this year, most of the centres will be moving 
into the developmental phase, while 14 centres will 
graduate to the third and most progressive level of 
the program. 
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A Turn the Curve success story
Quality First in Halton
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Parenting capacity

Key Findings
•  Most parents of 5-year-olds feel comfortable 

seeking advice about parenting.

•  Approximately half of Halton’s youth report 
high levels of positive communication with their 
parents or caregivers.

All parents strive to be successful in their parenting. 
A sensitive, warm, and responsive parent-child 
relationship is the key to positive child development; 
however, it can be difficult for parents if they do not 
have the confidence, skills, or support to fulfill their 
role. People are not born with the knowledge of 
how to parent. Good parenting skills are learned, 
and many parents would benefit from additional 
information and support.

Parenting supports
Parents and caregivers often have questions 
about raising their families and need advice and 
support to address challenges. Research shows 
that strong parenting skills can be used as a buffer 
against adversity, such as poverty and negative 
peer influence. According to the Canadian Institute 
of Child Health, an individual’s capacity to parent is 
affected by his or her support network and ability to 
reach out for parent-to-parent support and advice. 

Across Halton, the majority (91%) of parents of 
5-year-old children are comfortable asking for 
parenting advice. In addition, many parents  
(83%) feel close to other parents with children  
the same age.

Positive family communication
Young people who experience positive communication 
with their parents or caregivers are more willing 
to seek their parents’ advice and more likely to 
grow up healthy. Positive communication can 
include listening to understand a young person’s 
perspective, collaborative problem solving, and 
being available when a young person needs to talk. 
For positive communication to occur family members 
must be comfortable sharing their needs and 
concerns without fear of being rejected or ignored. 
By establishing positive communication when 
children are young, families can lessen or avoid 
some of the communications problems that may 
occur during adolescence. 

In Halton, 59% of 12-year-olds and 44% of 15-year-
olds reported high levels of positive communication 
with their parents or caregivers.
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Family boundaries
Every day young people face choices. Boundaries 
and expectations established by parents give 
young people the support they need to make good 
decisions. Research shows that young people 
are more likely to engage in positive behaviours 
and attitudes and less likely to practice high-risk 
behaviours if their families set consistent rules, clear 
consequences, and monitor the young person’s 
whereabouts. Parents who know what their children 
are doing are able to detect when the child is drifting 
into activities that might pose a risk.46 Consistent 
limits and styles of monitoring help parents steer 
their children away from risky situations. 

In Halton, approximately 70% of 12-year-olds 
and 44% of 15-year-olds reported high levels of 
boundaries within their family.

Quality time at home
As children grow older they spend more time with 
friends and the need for independence increases, 
but they continue to need parental involvement. 
School, work, activities, friends and other obligations 
can make it challenging to find time to spend with 
loved ones, but spending quality time together 
as a family helps young people develop positive 
behaviour. Activities like eating family dinner together 
can strengthen communication and leadership skills, 
and success in school, as well as strengthen family 
ties and cohesion.47  
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Parental monitoring Quality time at home 
with family

Key Findings
•  Boundaries established by parents decrease 

as their children age, with a higher percentage 
of 12-year-olds (69%) reporting high levels of 
boundaries compared to 15-year-olds (44%).

Key Findings
•   Quality time spent at home with family varies 

by age, with 12-year-olds (70%) more likely 
to report spending time with family at home 
than 15-year-olds (55%). Among 15-year-
olds, females (59%) are significantly more 
likely to report spending time at home than 
males (51%).

•  Eating meals together regularly as a family 
decreases as a child ages.
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In Halton, 70% of all 12-year-olds and about half 
(55%) of all 15-year-olds reported spending quality 
time at home with their family. The following charts 
show the difference in quality time spent at home 
reported by age and gender. 

The chart below shows the reported rates of young 
people aged 5, 12, and 15 who eat a meal with their 
family at least once a day. 
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2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 2009
Aldershot 18 26 29 66% 77% 83% 93% 81% 93% 66% 64% 67% 75% 72% 76%
SC Burlington 18 14 21 60% 77% 78% 92% 84% 93% 50% 64% 67% 70% 70% 71%
SE Burlington 7 13 11 66% 80% 82% 97% 84% 96% 61% 51% 57% 66% 65% 69%
NW Burlington 11 12 13 58% 67% 77% 88% 78% 91% 62% 56% 64% 64% 70% 69%
NC Burlington 9 19 19 63% 78% 72% 87% 77% 100% 57% 61% 57% 70% 65% 68%
NE Burlington 12 16 14 66% 81% 80% 91% 85% 94% 57% 63% 63% 76% 72% 72%
SW Oakville 15 16 21 61% 72% 88% 96% 86% 96% 67% 69% 60% 72% 73% 75%
SC Oakville 22 27 41 61% 62% 68% 88% 79% 94% 54% 63% 60% 73% 68% 67%
SE Oakville 31 11 31 64% 83% 81% 87% 81% 95% 63% 55% 63% 64% 68% 77%
Glen Abbey 15 19 21 63% 76% 81% 90% 84% 91% 66% 67% 59% 75% 71% 73%
NC Oakville 19 27 24 54% 69% 77% 86% 83% 94% 54% 59% 61% 71% 68% 66%
NE Oakville 17 17 21 53% 72% 81% 93% 88% 93% 61% 64% 72% 70% 75% 78%
NW Oakville 7 9 13 58% 68% 80% 90% 87% 95% 62% 66% 59% 70% 72% 72%
River Oaks 9 10 13 56% 75% 76% 89% 81% 92% 61% 64% 58% 67% 66% 72%
South Milton 18 29 22 51% 60% 72% 91% 84% 92% 60% 61% 51% 59% 67% 66%
West Milton 19 42 54 68% 76% 81% 87% 76% 91% 55% 60% 58% 74% 62% 61%
East Milton 15 25 32 62% 61% 82% 89% 81% 96% 60% 63% 56% 63% 64% 65%
Rural N. Halton 2 3 12 61% 76% 80% 95% 91% 95% 55% 49% 62% 59% 64% 71%
Acton 3 9 11 76% 65% 66% 84% 72% 96% 64% 50% 63% 62% 73% 67%
S Georgetown 10 15 16 69% 70% 77% 93% 85% 94% 61% 56% 58% 68% 70% 67%
N Georgetown 5 11 16 69% 70% 86% 87% 83% 92% 56% 63% 53% 70% 64% 62%
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Schools Are Connected to the Community

Every child has the right to...
 “Learn in a …school that is  

connected to the community.”
By Jordan, age 10
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Key indicators in Halton
Connection to parents
• Parent involvement in schools
•  Participation in community activities or events 

held at a school 
Youth contributions to the community
•  Youth as resources
• Volunteerism
Community use of schools
• Our Kids Network Neighbourhood Hubs

Schools with the most successful 
community involvement programs are 
those offering a variety of opportunities 
for parents, youth and the members  
of the community to participate.  
When parents or caregivers are actively 
involved in their child’s school, learning 
improves.48,49 Schools that are connected 
to the community engage students, 
parents and caregivers, communicate 
with them regularly, and include them in 
the learning process.

Connection to parents
Key Findings
•  Rates of parental involvement are low  

across Halton, with only 31% of parents of 
5-year-old children reporting involvement in 
their child’s school. 

•  Less than half (42%) of parents surveyed have 
participated in a community activity or event 
held at school.

Parent involvement in schools
Schools have a responsibility to encourage parents 
to be an integral part of the educational experience 
of their children. Parents who are involved in 
schooling are actively engaged in helping young 
people succeed in school. They talk with their 
children about school, assist with school work and 
volunteer to help out with school activities or work 
in the classroom. 

Many educators believe parental involvement 
in school activities has a beneficial effect on 
children’s school performance. They associate 
higher levels of parental involvement with greater 
monitoring of school and classroom activities, a 
closer coordination of teacher and parent efforts, 
greater teacher attention to the child, and earlier 
identification of problems that might inhibit learning. 
Increased parental involvement in school increases 
their role in the governance or decision-making 
necessary for planning, developing, and providing 
information for the community’s children.

Various approaches have been developed to help 
schools increase parent volunteerism. These 
include: 

•  Creating or hosting programs that focus on 
parenting skills;

• Developing home conditions that support learning;

•  Ensuring good school-to-home and home-to-
school communication about school programs or 
children’s progress; 

• Using volunteers at school.

In Halton, 31% of parents of 5-year-old children 
reported a high level of parental involvement in 
their child’s school. Less than half (42%) of all 
parents surveyed indicated participating in at least 
one community activity or event held at school. 
Only 36% of 5-year-olds in Halton have attended a 
community event held at a school.
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Youth contributions to 
the community

Key Findings
•  Approximately 40% of youth feel that they can 
make a difference in their community.

•  Volunteerism among youth differs by age, with 
15-year-olds (40%) reporting higher levels of 
volunteerism than 12-year-olds (31%). 

Youth as resources and 
volunteerism
Involving young people in activities that promote 
bonding to their community and participation on 
behalf of a greater civic good is a goal of many 
youth development programs in Halton. Youth who 
feel valued, useful, and part of their community are 
less likely to participate in risky behaviours and 
have a greater sense of personal control.50,51

Improving the Health of Young Canadians, a 
report published by the Canadian Institute for 
Health Information, showed that young people 
who are more involved in their community report 
higher feelings of self-worth, self-esteem, overall 
good health, and are significantly less likely to 
engage in sexual activity and violence, or use 
tobacco, drugs, or alcohol. Community service also 
provides positive experiences, relationships, and 
connections that help them thrive. Providing ways 
for young people to contribute to their community 
(through volunteerism or by sharing their opinions 
or knowledge), increases the likelihood that they will 
take on other civic responsibilities as adults.

In Halton, 40% of 12-year-olds and 38% of 15-year-
olds reported feeling they can make a difference 
in their community. When asked how often they 
help without pay in their community, 31% of 
12-year-olds and 40% of 15-year-olds reported 
volunteering in their community.
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Connection to resources 
and local community use 
of neighbourhood hubs

Key Findings
•  Since 2005, there has been a significant 

increase in the number children and adults 
served by OKN Hubs.

•  From 2008 to 2010, the number of walk-ins and 
referrals to OKN Hubs significantly rose from 
370 to 1,273.

Supporting children, youth,  
and families through 
Neighbourhood Hubs
Hubs were developed to provide a local, 
community-based resource and means for families, 
schools and the community to work together to 
support children, youth and their families. Hub 
coordinators work with their local partners to find 
creative solutions to problems affecting the growth, 
development, and safety of children and youth. 

The Hub model integrates services in the 
neighbourhood. Coordinators focus on outcomes 
that support service integration, healthy child 
development, asset development, and effective 
parenting. Hub locations were chosen based on 
factors identified in the 2004 Report Card, and the 
neighbourhood’s unique characteristics. 
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Our Kids Network 
Neighbourhood Hubs 
Acton
Acton was chosen based on factors outlined  
in the 2003 Report Card and because it  
provided an opportunity to test the Hub model  
in a rural community. 

Aldershot, Burlington 
Aldershot was also chosen based on factors 
outlined in the 2003 Report Card, but also  
because it is a cohesive, identifiable community, 
with longstanding and wide-ranging partnerships  
in place. 

West Milton 
West Milton was shown to be a vulnerable 
neighbourhood in the 2004 Report Card. Since 
then, population growth in Milton has been 
extraordinarily high and Milton is evolving from a 
rural community to a more urban one. The West 
Milton neighbourhood has changed significantly and 
the Hub is now reaching a broader geographic area.

All the Hubs have been developing relationships with 
organizations and agencies in their communities. 
The number of community members accessing the 
services has been growing steadily over the past 
five years. Hubs often operate at capacity, and 
their ability to accommodate growing numbers is 
limited. The increasing numbers reflect the positive 
relationships that the Hubs have established. 

In the past year, overall the number of visits by 
both children and adults (see following charts) has 
declined. This occurred because the River Oaks 
Hub location in Oakville closed when the space 
was no longer available (Other options are being 
explored for the Oakville community.) Therefore, 
while past statistics were based on information 
gathered from four hubs, 2009 data reflected 
statistics from only three.

OKN Hubs build neighbourhood capacity by 
strengthening relationships among service providers, 
partners, community leaders, and community 
members. In 2009/2010, the three Hubs collectively 
hosted, facilitated, or participated in 308 meetings to 
build community capacity. They operated 60 unique 
programs with 90 partners and 32 presentations 
reached 1,659 people.

Number of unique children served by the OKN Hubs

Number of visits by children to the OKN Hubs

Number of unique parents/adults served  
by the OKN Hubs

Data Source: OKN Administrative Data, 2005-2010

Data Source: OKN Administrative Data, 2005-2010

Data Source: OKN Administrative Data, 2005-2010
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Number of visits by parents/adults to the OKN Hubs

Number of walk-ins and referrals to the OKN Hubs

Number of fresh food boxes delivered through  
the OKN Hubs

Data Source: OKN Administrative Data, 2005-2010

Data Source: OKN Administrative Data, 2005-2010

Data Source: OKN Administrative Data, 2005-2010
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A Turn the Curve 
success story 
Breakfast is elementary!  
Principals’ Breakfast 
strengthens connections
By Alison Hilborn, Acton Hub Coordinator

An overarching goal of each OKN Hub is to 
collaborate with other community partners to 
strengthen the community. One way to do that  
is to connect with schools. 

The Acton OKN Hub was built in the spring of 2008.  
In Acton, there are only four schools: a public high 
school, two public elementary schools, and a Catholic  
elementary school. At the time, principals with the 
public board met regularly to discuss common  
issues, but the Catholic school was disconnected 
from the other schools in their community. 

When working on community engagement, one 
lesson you learn is that good food brings people to 
the table! The school administrative teams and the 
Acton Hub decided to host a breakfast meeting, 
once each school term, to facilitate conversation 
among principals, vice-principals, and Hub staff. 
The breakfast didn’t include the typical danishes 
and coffee, but instead a platter of eggs, fruit, 
yogurt, and juice.

This healthy start breakfast itself undoubtedly 
assisted in a positive beginning, but since then 
many benefits have come out of these meetings. 
Not only have they helped bridge the gap between 
the public and Catholic schools, they have provided 
networking opportunities between principals and the 
Hub. At the Principals’ Breakfast, everyone shares 
stories about current events, struggles, and positive 
experiences. Schools have learned about various 
Hub programs and the people they support, which 
in turn helps the schools refer and support their 
parents. Everyone involved is better connected to 
each other and ultimately to the Acton community. 
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By Vanessa Box-Jones,  
OKN Milton Hub Coordinator 

One of the OKN Hubs is in West Milton, a 
neighbourhood that once reported weak 
connections to schools and low volunteerism. 
Today, it’s a different story.

At the time the 2008 OKN Report Card was 
released, the relationship between the community 
and its nearby school was not very productive.  
The Hub was physically closed off to the school and  
Hub programs were not promoted in the school. 

The Hub coordinator struggled to build a 
relationship with the school and have the school 
use Hub programs, yet the Report Card told us 
that “enhancing the connection between families, 
schools, and resources can result in better 
outcomes for children and families.” 

That statement was our motivation to build a 
stronger connection.

A new principal arrived at the school in the 
summer of 2009, and the Hub coordinator jumped 
at the chance to build a fresh relationship. Using 
Report Card stats, as well as results-based 
accountability exercises like “What would the ideal 
community look like,” the coordinator was able 
to show the new principal and the staff how Hub 
programming could have positive outcomes for the 
school community.

The principal was fully on board, and began to 
refer students and families to Hub programs. 
The coordinator was invited to attend several 
family conferences at the school to offer families 
community support options, and was included in 
school activities – as a judge in public speaking 
contests, and at school assemblies, BBQs, and 
council meetings. 

Referrals to the Children’s Aid Society worker, who 
was also trying to build relations with the school, 
increased dramatically. The school also began 
to send a representative to Hub planning team 
meetings, and began to allow the Hub to use more 
space at the school when needed. This allowed for 
more programs to come into the school through 
the Hub.

Because of the improved connection with the 
first school, principals from other schools in West 
Milton began to incorporate the Hub, its programs, 
and the coordinator into their schools to enhance 
their events and support their families. Another 
public and one Catholic school now use the Hub 
regularly for referrals and programs such as the 
Fresh Food Box.

The Hub is now connected to the West Milton 
schools more than ever before and is better 
serving local families.

A Turn the Curve success story 
Using RBA to Build Connections
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Summary Neighbourhood Profile

% Parents of 5-yr-
olds that have high 
parental involvement 
in their child’s school

% Parents of  
5-yr-olds who 
have participated 
in a community 
activity

% 5-yr-olds who 
have participated 
in a community 
activity or event 
at school

% 12-yr olds  
with opportunities 
to contribute to 
their community

% 12-year-olds 
who volunteer 
without pay in 
their community

2006 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009
Aldershot 32% 29% 27% 34% 38% 36%
SC Burlington 40% 36% 39% 28% 49% 37%
SE Burlington 36% 33% 37% 34% 39% 32%
NW Burlington 34% 28% 36% 32% 44% 40%
NC Burlington 51% 31% 45% 37% 44% 40%
NE Burlington 46% 36% 45% 40% 49% 37%
SW Oakville 38% 27% 37% 29% 35% 31%
SC Oakville 38% 23% 40% 23% 43% 34%
SE Oakville 56% 56% 53% 35% 43% 36%
Glen Abbey 47% 38% 52% 37% 41% 22%
NC Oakville 46% 27% 47% 39% 49% 29%
NE Oakville 39% 37% 41% 41% 43% 40%
NW Oakville 39% 31% 42% 33% 37% 28%
River Oaks 42% 26% 39% 32% 41% 28%
South Milton 23% 23% 37% 32% 37% 25%
West Milton 32% 18% 43% 34% 32% 24%
East Milton 34% 29% 45% 36% 27% 29%
Rural N. Halton 42% 51% 44% 38% 39% 33%
Acton 36% 26% 47% 51% 36% 23%
S Georgetown 34% 26% 47% 35% 41% 34%
N Georgetown 40% 31% 43% 42% 42% 32%
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Every child has the right to...
“a flower, sun and a rainbow …and some grass.” 

By Julia, age 4
78
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Key indicators in Halton
• Neighbourhood safety
• Neighbourhood cohesion
• Walkability
• Caring for the community

The social environment and neighbour-
hood vitality are strongly linked to  
the overall health of a community.  
Researchers have identified that healthy 
neighbourhoods are a significant  
determinant of well-being for individuals  
and families, and specify that neighbour-
hoods have an impact on children’s 
learning and health outcomes.52, 53, 54 
Some qualities of a healthy community 
include a clean and safe physical  
environment, equality and social justice,  
strong supportive relationships and 
caring for others, strong local culture, 
neighbourhood cohesion, a vital  
economy, and protection of the natural 
environment and green spaces.

Safe and supportive 
neighbourhoods

Key Findings
•  Almost all (97%) parents of 5-year-old children 
believe that their neighbourhood is a safe place 
to raise children, up from 92% reported in 2003.

•  All four municipalities have similar perceptions 
of safety. Since 2003, all have seen similar 
increases in the percentage reporting strong 
neighbourhood safety.

Neighbourhood safety
Canadians pride themselves on their safe 
communities, and most parents rate their 
neighbourhoods as good places to live and raise 
a family.52,54 Children and young people should be 
safe in their environments. Their experiences of 
safety and crime influence them and have lasting 
consequences. Crime prevention strategies 
in Canada make a connection between safe 
environments and the reduction of fear and  
actual harm.52,53

Generally, parents feel their neighbourhoods are 
safe in Halton. This supports national data on 
criminal activity, which reveals Halton to be the 
safest place to live in the Greater Toronto Area 
and the safest regional municipality in Canada 
according to Maclean’s magazine 2010 crime 
ranking of our nation’s most dangerous cities.55

Percent of parents of 5-year-olds reporting their 
neighbourhood is safe for children

Data Source: KPS, 2009; HYS, 2009-2010
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Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work, and Play

Identifying with a community, feeling connected, 
and having a sense of belonging all lead to positive 
outcomes for children and their families. This is 
because community members are more likely to 
exhibit “collect socialization” by serving as role 
models for children who are not their own. Similarly, 
people who feel part of a vibrant, healthy community 
are more likely to feel that they can contribute 
something worthwhile to that community.

In Halton, 18% of parents of 5-year-olds report high 
social cohesion in their neighbourhood, a slight 
decrease from 22% reported in 2006. 

Walking and walkability provide basic mobility, cost 
savings, efficient land use, reduced air pollution, and 
improved fitness and physical health. Walkability is 
the extent to which our neighbourhoods are friendly 
to people living, working, visiting, and enjoying an 
area. It refers to the quality of walking conditions, 
including safety, comfort, and convenience. 

People want to walk or cycle for both transportation 
and recreational purposes, so local walking 
conditions affect how people perceive their 
environment and how they experience activities  
in their community.

Most children and youth in Halton reported living 
within walking distance to a public park or athletic 
field. When asked about how they travel to 
school each day, approximately 30% of 12- and 
15-year-olds indicated that they walked, biked, or 
rollerbladed to school.

Percent of 5, 12 & 15-year-olds living walking 
distance to a public park

Data Source: KPS, 2009; HYS, 2009-2010

Neighbourhood social cohesion Walkability and friendly spaces

Key Findings
•  Less than one-fifth (18%) of Halton parents 

report strong neighbourhood social cohesion. 
The rate of social cohesion is highest in Halton 
Hills, which was the only community to see 
increases in rates of social cohesion between 
2006 and 2009.

Key Findings
•   One-third (31%) of Halton youth walk to school 

every day. 
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Public and community-specific services are 
intended to make the entire community better by 
changing the physical, economic, or social setting 
in which people live, work, and play. An important 
tool for politicians, decision-makers, urban 
planners, non-governmental officers, educators, 
and advocates, is to know how to get young people 
involved in community development. Educating 
young people to place a high value on caring, 
helping others, and improving their community  
is a fundamental asset of healthy, vibrant, and 
resilient communities. 

In Halton, less than a quarter (18%) of 12- and 
15-year-olds reported that they value helping other 
people and want to make their community a better 
place. The charts below show the difference in levels 
of caring about others reported by age and gender.

Caring for the community

Key Findings
•  On average, 18% of youth value helping other 

people and caring for the community. 

•  The percentage of females (21%) with 
this asset is substantially higher than the 
percentage of males (16%).
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Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work, and Play

By Jennifer Jenkins-Scott, Project Manager,  
Active & Safe Routes to School Program,  
Halton District School Board

Active and Safe Routes to School (ASRTS) 
is a provincial initiative which strives to create 
an environment that supports safe, walkable 
communities. It supports long-term health 
objectives to increase daily physical activity 
among youth.

ASRTS also seeks to: 

• Reduce the number of parents driving to school; 

•  Improve air quality at the school site (fewer car 
emissions); 

•  Create safe walking routes to school, including 
proper infrastructure;

•  Increase the physical activity levels of youth by 
having them walk, bike, or wheel (in-line skates, 
skateboards, scooters) to school instead of 
arriving in their parents’ car.

In the beginning, when awareness of the benefits 
was limited, school board engagement was limited, 
too. Schools participated in an annual event called 
International Walk to School Day or iWalk. 

In August 2007, a multi-sector Steering Committee 
was established to get the Active and Safe Routes 
to School program into Halton schools. The goal 
was to increase the use of active transportation to 
and from school among children living within a 1.6-
km walking distance of their school. Within a month 
of the first meeting, key staff at the Halton District 
School Board (HDSB) heard about the program, 
saw the opportunity for change, and joined the 
Steering Committee to facilitate planning. 

In January 2008, a one-year pilot was launched 
in the public school system. Transportation 
engineers, the Halton Regional Police Service, 
public health nurses, HDSB staff, and Halton 
Region employees all contributed their expertise. 

The program was initially managed by Halton 
Region’s Health Department with ongoing 
guidance from the Steering Committee. 

The group had to identify eight pilot schools, 
arrange a walkabout at each school to assess 
the chosen walking route, host a kick-off forum, 
create a communications plan, and evaluate 
the project. ASRTS programming, including the 
“walking school buses,” ran for four months during 
the fall of 2008. A final report released in May 
2009 highlighted19 lessons learned and made 23 
recommendations. 

Survey data provided information about parental 
barriers and enablers toward active transportation. 
In addition, the evaluation revealed (after only four 
months of running the ASRTS program) that: 

•  50% of schools increased their walking 
behaviour beyond baseline percentages;

•  62% of schools maintained a trend over a two-
month period;

•  Approximately 60% of students continued to walk 
to school in December despite the change in 
weather;

•  37% of schools had yellow bus students opting 
to walk;

•  At least one school was able to maintain 98% of 
their walk-to-school population over the entire 
four-month period.

In September 2009, the HDSB expanded the 
ASRTS program to 20 schools and will continue 
with plans to add 1 or 2 schools per year. In 
January 2010, the Halton Catholic District 
School Board joined the initiative. A final report 
on the 2009-2010 HDSB ASRTS project can be 
found at http://www.hdsb.ca/Programs/Pages/
ActiveandSafeRoutes.aspx.

A Turn the Curve success story 
Active & Safe Routes to School promotes healthy habits

82
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Percent of students arriving to school by active transport July to December 2008

 The percentage of students identified as “eligible to walk” arriving to school by active transport, June baseline and autumn survey months, all participating schools, 
2008. Note: proportions above 100% indicate that all those students identified as “eligible to walk,” plus some others (i.e., those not identified as eligible to walk) 
arrived to school by active transport.
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Summary Neighbourhood Profile

% Parents of 5-yr-
olds who feel their 
neighbourhood is 
safe for children

% Parents 
of 5-yr-olds 
reporting 
high social 
cohesion in their 
neighbourhood 

% 5-yr-olds 
living in walking 
distance to a 
public park

% 12-yr-olds 
living in walking 
distance to a 
public park

% 12-yr-olds 
that walk, bike, 
or rollerblade 
to school every 
day

% 12-yr-olds 
with high levels 
of caring about 
others in their 
community

2003 2006 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 2009 2009
Aldershot 82% 94% 98% 24% 14% 85% 90% 88% 90% 21% 24%
SC Burlington 87% 95% 95% 17% 17% 94% 97% 95% 97% 33% 29%
SE Burlington 92% 95% 98% 22% 18% 96% 97% 95% 94% 31% 18%
NW Burlington 88% 96% 96% 16% 19% 99% 97% 96% 96% 43% 26%
NC Burlington 91% 96% 95% 25% 21% 91% 90% 91% 88% 38% 18%
NE Burlington 95% 97% 98% 23% 25% 94% 99% 96% 95% 34% 19%
SW Oakville 93% 97% 98% 19% 17% 97% 98% 93% 97% 24% 16%
SC Oakville 85% 89% 88% 30% 17% 95% 94% 98% 95% 26% 18%
SE Oakville 94% 99% 97% 25% 33% 99% 99% 97% 96% 25% 23%
Glen Abbey 94% 95% 98% 24% 19% 93% 99% 95% 95% 38% 17%
NC Oakville 92% 92% 93% 31% 12% 94% 94% 96% 97% 36% 18%
NE Oakville 91% 97% 97% 24% 14% 96% 100% 98% 98% 38% 25%
NW Oakville 94% 94% 99% 28% 13% 98% 99% 93% 95% 39% 15%
River Oaks 96% 97% 96% 24% 12% 98% 96% 96% 95% 29% 17%
South Milton 86% 94% 98% 30% 10% 94% 98% 93% 92% 30% 13%
West Milton 84% 90% 95% 18% 16% 92% 82% 92% 79% 24% 16%
East Milton 90% 93% 95% 20% 10% 98% 98% 84% 93% 34% 11%
Rural N. Halton 95% 93% 100% 7% 26% 28% 38% 43% 49% 6% 14%
Acton 90% 90% 100% 13% 20% 75% 89% 81% 82% 39% 12%
S Georgetown 96% 99% 99% 19% 22% 99% 97% 94% 95% 51% 16%
N Georgetown 94% 95% 98% 19% 28% 82% 98% 80% 90% 19% 16%
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With the six-year pilot initiative complete 
and solid data to inform our decisions, 
Our Kids Network has made a 
commitment to sustain the momentum.  
We have a solid infrastructure, and we 
have developed and shared a five-year 
strategic plan.

Vision  

• All Children Thrive!

Mission
To promote the healthy development, security, and 
safety of all children, youth, and families through 
neighbourhood collaboration, service integration, 
and measuring results

Values               

• Working together

• Building evidence

• Holistic approach

• Positive child and youth development

• Continuous improvement 

Strategic Directions 
• Ensuring sustainable resources

• Conducting applied research

•  Maximizing neighbourhood access to programs 
and services

• Building capacity to meet changing demographics

• Education, awareness and advocacy

Building resilience with 
Developmental Assets
Building resilience in communities and increasing 
capacity in all sectors is our focus for the 
coming years. Developmental Assets is one 
of the strategies we will use to evaluate our 
progress within the Halton 7. Our Kids Network 
partners are already mobilizing to put a Halton-
wide Developmental Assets strategy in place by 
engaging community partners to strategize, share, 
and collaborate. Through training and education 
we want to further our community’s understanding 
of Developmental Assets and develop common 
goals and language. We will equip those working 
with children, youth, and their families to take 
action and empower families to better support 
their children.

“ The 21st century will belong to our children and 
our children’s children. It is their dreams and 
aspirations, shaped by the circumstances into 
which they are born and which surround them 
as they grow up, that will give this century its 
final definition.”

 – The Honourable Landon Pearson,  
internationally renowned child advocate  

and retired senator
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EQAO Reading EQAO Gr.9 Math

Neighbourhood
ISCIS KPS EDI HYS Gr.7 Gr.3 Gr.6 ACAD APPL

2004 2007 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2006 2009 2009 2009
Acton 138 158 145 83 103 86 141 165 169 115 123 46 138 96 46
Aldershot 278 238 206 164 122 122 270 249 271 198 199 91 279 218 60
East Milton 94 91 107 93 61 58 131 98 104 92 112 31 117 93 57
Glen Abbey 146 140 153 151 123 106 215 209 203 245 240 233 248 310 50
NC Burlington 188 168 272 159 124 118 251 215 241 304 276 99 297 280 70
NC Oakville 113 110 107 73 71 127 153 134 237 150 146 147 144 125 39
NE Burlington 518 510 180 184 222 70 262 419 142 258 307 193 413 349 80
NE Oakville 109 134 451 81 69 311 108 131 547 199 160 243 209 208 26
N Georgetown 246 175 146 187 148 120 304 293 213 310 200 82 267 209 73
NW Burlington 187 170 141 135 103 69 231 176 179 210 218 62 213 158 81
NW Oakville 483 495 545 195 201 307 354 374 567 204 386 562 464 372 59
River Oaks 306 247 228 193 176 107 308 307 252 373 303 342 417 387 85
Rural N. Halton 57 62 70 58 55 75 72 82 140 105 114 91 162 131 32
SC Burlington 202 216 180 141 113 142 225 184 275 198 137 72 252 224 71
SC Oakville 82 102 88 34 39 113 89 69 226 64 56 92 89 69 23
SE Burlington 245 227 245 191 142 35 297 275 92 254 274 95 334 254 95
SE Oakville 133 130 105 150 107 144 233 187 282 196 228 256 268 271 29
S Georgetown 101 134 154 178 122 102 254 235 170 268 267 124 338 259 61
South Milton 567 786 1042 37 201 342 62 345 754 205 399 243 595 354 138
SW Oakville 214 233 231 105 118 140 192 205 236 246 235 285 299 249 54
West Milton 99 120 127 65 62 45 107 90 89 119 180 39 109 66 50

Halton Neighbourhood Profiles
How to read the Neighbourhood Profiles

Total sample sizes by neighbourhood and data source
For more information on data sources, see page 18.

The profiles provide information for each of the  
21 Halton neighbourhoods. The indicators have  
been described throughout this report. A more 
detailed description of each indicator can be found  
in Appendix C. 

The profiles are organized to show results by 
neighbourhood, by the municipality the neighbourhood 
is in, and by the entire region of Halton. This allows 
for easy comparison of the neighbourhood data to 
municipal and regional data.

In reading neighbourhood profiles like these, some 
might debate the accuracy of individual numbers or 
their meanings. These guidelines for interpretation 
may be helpful:

•  It is more useful to look for patterns of findings 
rather than to focus on a specific finding. 

•  While each indicator in this profile is important, using 
multiple indicators to form evidence of neighbourhood 
need is a much stronger approach.

•  Use caution in interpreting results when the sample 
size is small (less than 30). When considering 
small samples, the percentages provided in the 
profiles can become unreliable and relatively small 
differences can appear to be large. For example, a 
20% difference can translate into only one or two 
children. Do not over-interpret large percentage 
differences in small samples.
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Social Risk Index Social Risk Index of Halton Municipalities 
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The Social Risk Index is the risk for a certain 
neighbourhood based on the average 
characteristics of neighbourhoods in a larger 
area. This report compares neighbourhoods 
in Halton to the average characteristics of all 
Ontario neighbourhoods, so social risk in Halton 
is shown relative to social risk in Ontario. 

The index was developed by Statistics 
Canada and is calculated from nine census 
variables that relate to socio-economic risk 
factors in a given neighbourhood. These 
variables measure education, employment, 
income, reliance on government-subsidized 
incomes, unemployment, family structure, 
mobility, language, and immigration. For 
each of the nine risk factors, this report 
compares neighbourhoods in Halton to the 
average score for neighbourhoods in Ontario. 
A risk factor is considered present when the 
neighbourhood has a higher score on the 
census variable (e.g., a greater percentage 
of adult unemployment) than the average for 
neighbourhoods in Ontario.

The Social Risk Index score for the neighbour-
hood increases by one point each time it 
has a higher score on a risk factor than the 
provincial average. The highest Social Risk 
Index score for a neighbourhood is nine 
– this means that the neighbourhood had 
higher scores than the provincial average 
on all nine of the census variables. If the 
score is zero, the neighbourhood had lower 
scores on all nine of the census variables. 
Generally, neighbourhoods with a Social Risk 
Index score greater than four are considered 
to be “high” on the risk index.

In the neighbourhood profiles, the data 
pertaining to the Social Risk Index and the 
related score are displayed at the top of 
each profile. Use the data to develop your 
understanding of the key social and economic 
demographics of the people living in the 
neighbourhood. 

Lone Parent 
Families 11.7% 13.2% 10.0% 11.5% 12.0% 15.8%

Low Income 
Cut-off Rate 7.8% 7.5% 3.9% 3.8% 6.7% 11.7%

Mother Tongue 
not English or 
French

24.0% 15.4% 19.4% 10.6% 18.5% 26.1%

Recent  
Immigrants 13.6% 11.1% 13.9% 5.4% 12.1% 17.1%

Rent Their 
Home 15.9% 20.4% 11.9% 14.1% 17.0% 28.8%

1-Year Mobility 
Rate 11.9% 13.0% 19.6% 12.4% 13.3% 13.4%

Unemployment 
Rate 5.3% 4.6% 3.6% 4.1% 4.7% 6.4%

Population 
aged 25 and 
old with Less 
than High 
School

9.1% 11.4% 12.5% 14.3% 11.1% 18.7%

Income from 
Government 
Transfer  
Payment

4.3% 6.5% 5.1% 5.2% 5.3% 8.8%

Social Risk 
Index Score 0 1 1 0 0
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Acton
Social Risk Index Score: 1
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 11.6%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  5.0%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 7.6%
Recent Immigrants  0.2%
Rent Their Home 18.8%
1-Year Mobility Rate 10.6%
Unemployment Rate 4.2%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 18.9%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 6.9%

Acton
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

10,050
Total Population

1,060
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: 31%

825
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 11%

815
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 22%

Children Are Healthy Acton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 23% 20% ** 24% 18% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 9% 8% ** 8% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 88% 97% ** 90% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 63% 60% ** 58% 61% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 26% 25% 29% 25% 25% 23% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 20% 23% ** 15% 19% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 47% 46% ** 57% 56% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 9% 5% ** 6% 6% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 69% ** ** 75% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 76% ** ** 79% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 49% ** ** 53% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning Acton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 23% 26% 42% 24% 31% 46% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 33% 41% 27% 25% 27% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 60% 65% 65% 70% 69% 72% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 55% 53% 71% 65% 64% 79% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 83% 76% 77% 78% 74% 88% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 41% 42% 59% 47% 35% 58% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 69% 83% ** 81% 77% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 49% ** ** 50% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected Acton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 59% 72% ** 70% 71% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 65% ** ** 75% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 65% 75% ** 78% 71% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 71% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 26% 45% ** 46% 44% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 34% ** ** 41% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 21% ** ** 18% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 72% 74% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe Acton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 12% 9% 5% 13% 8% 8% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 31% ** ** 34% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 11% ** ** 14% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 10% 12% ** 13% 7% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 38% 53% ** 32% 40% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 74% ** ** 86% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 2% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable Acton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 3 9 11 9 13 14 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 76% 65% 66% 70% 69% 78% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 84% ** ** 89% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 72% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 96% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 64% ** ** 58% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 50% 63% ** 58% 58% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 62% 73% ** 67% 67% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 67% ** ** 66% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community Acton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 36% 26% ** 37% 30% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 47% ** ** 45% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 51% ** ** 41% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 36% ** ** 40% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 23% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play Acton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 90% 90% 100% 94% 95% 99% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 13% 20% ** 17% 24% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 75% 89% ** 82% 88% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 81% 82% ** 84% 83% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 39% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 12% ** ** 15% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 1
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 14.4%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  9.4%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 17.2%
Recent Immigrants  2.8%
Rent Their Home 28.8%
1-Year Mobility Rate 13.6%
Unemployment Rate 5.2%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 12.6%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 7.7%

Aldershot
Aldershot
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

32,235 
Total Population

2,100
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -6%

2,105
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -5%

2,305
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 2%

Children Are Healthy Aldershot Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 27% 24% ** 20% 17% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 5% 6% ** 5% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 82% 96% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 66% 71% ** 65% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 23% 16% 20% 22% 20% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 16% 19% ** 13% 16% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 64% 53% ** 60% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 11% 4% ** 7% 4% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 86% ** ** 79% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 87% ** ** 85% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 63% ** ** 60% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning Aldershot Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 18% 34% 34% 17% 29% 35% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 26% 27% 27% 27% 26% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 61% 69% 80% 65% 69% 79% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 70% 65% 81% 69% 69% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 80% 82% 85% 78% 84% 85% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 54% 52% 55% 53% 54% 50% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 83% 88% ** 82% 83% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 63% ** ** 65% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected Aldershot Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 75% 82% ** 70% 74% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 75% ** ** 71% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 73% 72% ** 78% 76% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 78% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 57% 55% ** 49% 54% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 38% ** ** 48% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 20% ** ** 24% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 78% 79% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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Children Are Safe Aldershot Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 13% 9% 5% 12% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 25% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 11% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 12% 5% ** 11% 6% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 31% 36% ** 30% 41% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 88% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** 5% * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** 3% * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable Aldershot Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 18 26 29 12 17 17 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 66% 77% 83% 63% 77% 79% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 93% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 81% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 93% ** ** 95% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 66% ** ** 59% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 64% 67% ** 60% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 75% 72% ** 70% 69% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 76% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community Aldershot Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 32% 29% ** 41% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 27% ** ** 40% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 34% ** ** 36% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 38% ** ** 43% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 36% ** ** 36% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play Aldershot Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 82% 94% 98% 90% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 24% 14% ** 22% 20% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 85% 90% ** 93% 96% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 88% 90% ** 94% 93% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 21% ** ** 33% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 24% ** ** 21% ** ** 18%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    



96

Social Risk Index Score: 3
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 15.6%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  8.6%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 14.4%
Recent Immigrants  2.7%
Rent Their Home 42.0%
1-Year Mobility Rate 14.1%
Unemployment Rate 4.6%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 14.6%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 9.0%

South Central Burlington
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SC Burlington
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

29,360
Total Population

1,635
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -17%

1,810
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -1%

1,945
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 10%

Children Are Healthy SC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 21% 22% ** 20% 17% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 6% 4% ** 5% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 87% 93% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 66% 69% ** 65% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 22% 25% 19% 22% 20% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 13% 17% ** 13% 16% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 60% 60% ** 60% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 5% 7% ** 7% 4% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 80% ** ** 79% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 87% ** ** 85% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 62% ** ** 60% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning SC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 18% 33% 39% 17% 29% 35% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 23% 26% 30% 27% 26% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 64% 68% 82% 65% 69% 79% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 67% 67% 79% 69% 69% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 79% 85% 85% 78% 84% 85% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 55% 47% 49% 53% 54% 50% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 84% 86% ** 82% 83% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 68% ** ** 65% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected SC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 78% 81% ** 70% 74% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 69% ** ** 71% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 72% 78% ** 78% 76% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 79% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 52% 61% ** 49% 54% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 53% ** ** 48% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 28% ** ** 24% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 81% 79% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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Children Are Safe SC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 12% 6% 11% 12% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 31% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 11% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 13% 5% ** 11% 6% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 32% 37% ** 30% 41% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 93% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** 3% * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** 0% * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable SC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 18 14 21 12 17 17 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 60% 77% 78% 63% 77% 79% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 92% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 84% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 93% ** ** 95% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 50% ** ** 59% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 64% 67% ** 60% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 70% 70% ** 70% 69% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 71% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community SC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 40% 36% ** 41% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 39% ** ** 40% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 28% ** ** 36% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 49% ** ** 43% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 37% ** ** 36% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play SC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 87% 95% 95% 90% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 17% 17% ** 22% 20% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 94% 97% ** 93% 96% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 95% 97% ** 94% 93% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 33% ** ** 33% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 29% ** ** 21% ** ** 18%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 12.9%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  6.6%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 11.8%
Recent Immigrants  1.8%
Rent Their Home 13.3%
1-Year Mobility Rate 10.2%
Unemployment Rate 4.6%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 11.8%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 8.3%

South East Burlington
SE Burlington
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

29,080
Total Population

2,195
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -5%

2,230
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -1%

3,275
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 57%

Children Are Healthy SE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 19% 20% ** 20% 17% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 5% 8% ** 5% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 95% 97% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 62% 68% ** 65% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 23% 16% 18% 22% 20% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 16% 13% ** 13% 16% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 60% 54% ** 60% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 7% 4% ** 7% 4% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 75% ** ** 79% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 81% ** ** 85% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 58% ** ** 60% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning SE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 18% 26% 34% 17% 29% 35% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 26% 22% 21% 27% 26% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 65% 69% 89% 65% 69% 79% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 65% 69% 84% 69% 69% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 72% 89% 85% 78% 84% 85% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 56% 60% 56% 53% 54% 50% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 77% 83% ** 82% 83% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 62% ** ** 65% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected SE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 63% 71% ** 70% 74% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 73% ** ** 71% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 75% 72% ** 78% 76% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 63% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 40% 45% ** 49% 54% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 47% ** ** 48% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 21% ** ** 24% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 73% 73% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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Children Are Safe SE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 9% 7% 5% 12% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 34% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 14% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 14% 8% ** 11% 6% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 30% 47% ** 30% 41% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 86% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** 2% * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable SE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 7 13 11 12 17 17 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 66% 80% 82% 63% 77% 79% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 97% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 84% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 96% ** ** 95% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 61% ** ** 59% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 51% 57% ** 60% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 66% 65% ** 70% 69% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 69% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community SE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 36% 33% ** 41% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 37% ** ** 40% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 34% ** ** 36% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 39% ** ** 43% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 32% ** ** 36% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play SE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 92% 95% 98% 90% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 22% 18% ** 22% 20% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 96% 97% ** 93% 96% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 95% 94% ** 94% 93% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 31% ** ** 33% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 18% ** ** 21% ** ** 18%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    
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Social Risk Index Score: 1
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 14.7%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  7.6%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 12.3%
Recent Immigrants  1.5%
Rent Their Home 13.8%
1-Year Mobility Rate 10.3%
Unemployment Rate 5.3%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 12.3%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 10.1%

North West Burlington
NW Burlington
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

20,115
Total Population

1,485
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -18%

1,625
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -15%

1,865
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: -1%

Children Are Healthy NW Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 22% 15% ** 20% 17% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 3% 11% ** 5% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 88% 88% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 58% 58% ** 65% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 26% 30% 22% 22% 20% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 12% 19% ** 13% 16% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 58% 51% ** 60% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 10% * ** 7% 4% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 81% ** ** 79% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 88% ** ** 85% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 62% ** ** 60% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning NW Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 19% 26% 41% 17% 29% 35% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 32% 31% 27% 27% 26% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 59% 63% 79% 65% 69% 79% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 68% 60% 78% 69% 69% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 83% 75% 80% 78% 84% 85% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 58% 50% 49% 53% 54% 50% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 77% 85% ** 82% 83% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 65% ** ** 65% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected NW Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 65% 76% ** 70% 74% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 69% ** ** 71% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 80% 82% ** 78% 76% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 78% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 39% 59% ** 49% 54% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 56% ** ** 48% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 23% ** ** 24% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 79% 73% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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Children Are Safe NW Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 13% 4% 9% 12% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 32% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 11% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 12% 5% ** 11% 6% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 29% 44% ** 30% 41% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 87% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** 3% * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable NW Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 11 12 13 12 17 17 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 58% 67% 77% 63% 77% 79% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 88% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 78% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 91% ** ** 95% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 62% ** ** 59% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 56% 64% ** 60% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 64% 70% ** 70% 69% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 69% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community NW Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 34% 28% ** 41% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 36% ** ** 40% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 32% ** ** 36% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 44% ** ** 43% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 40% ** ** 36% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play NW Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 88% 96% 96% 90% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 16% 19% ** 22% 20% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 99% 97% ** 93% 96% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 96% 96% ** 94% 93% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 43% ** ** 33% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 26% ** ** 21% ** ** 18%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 11.3%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  5.3%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 14.7%
Recent Immigrants  1.5%
Rent Their Home 7.4%
1-Year Mobility Rate 7.8%
Unemployment Rate 4.0%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 9.7%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 4.8%

North Central Burlington
NC Burlington
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

23,620
Total Population

1,600
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -25%

2,070
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -18%

2,500
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: -1%

Children Are Healthy NC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 23% 13% ** 20% 17% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 6% 4% ** 5% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 84% 96% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 72% 65% ** 65% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 23% 20% 23% 22% 20% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 11% 18% ** 13% 16% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 62% 56% ** 60% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 7% 5% ** 7% 4% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 74% ** ** 79% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 87% ** ** 85% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 54% ** ** 60% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning NC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 14% 31% 37% 17% 29% 35% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 28% 28% 26% 27% 26% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 70% 72% 73% 65% 69% 79% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 74% 75% 79% 69% 69% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 78% 85% 86% 78% 84% 85% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 46% 69% 41% 53% 54% 50% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 84% 81% ** 82% 83% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 69% ** ** 65% ** ** 63%

In
di

ca
to

rs

Children Are Positively Connected NC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 69% 71% ** 70% 74% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 74% ** ** 71% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 82% 76% ** 78% 76% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 79% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 46% 54% ** 49% 54% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 52% ** ** 48% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 23% ** ** 24% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 80% 73% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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Children Are Safe NC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 13% 4% 7% 12% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 35% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 16% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 8% 7% ** 11% 6% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 32% 42% ** 30% 41% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 90% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * 2% ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * 3% ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable NC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 9 19 19 12 17 17 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 63% 78% 72% 63% 77% 79% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 87% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 77% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 100% ** ** 95% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 57% ** ** 59% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 61% 57% ** 60% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 70% 65% ** 70% 69% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 68% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community NC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 51% 31% ** 41% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 45% ** ** 40% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 37% ** ** 36% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 44% ** ** 43% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 40% ** ** 36% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play NC Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 91% 96% 95% 90% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 25% 21% ** 22% 20% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 91% 90% ** 93% 96% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 91% 88% ** 94% 93% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 38% ** ** 33% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 18% ** ** 21% ** ** 18%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    
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Social Risk Index Score: 1
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 10.4%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  6.7%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 20.8%
Recent Immigrants  4.1%
Rent Their Home 5.0%
1-Year Mobility Rate 19.7%
Unemployment Rate 4.1%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 6.9%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 4.1%

North East Burlington
NE Burlington
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

30,000
Total Population

4,090
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: 80%

2,585
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 89%

2,732
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 89%

Children Are Healthy NE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 17% 14% ** 20% 17% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 6% 7% ** 5% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 92% 97% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 63% 65% ** 65% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 20% 20% 19% 22% 20% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 13% 12% ** 13% 16% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 56% 56% ** 60% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 4% 4% ** 7% 4% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 82% ** ** 79% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 85% ** ** 85% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 63% ** ** 60% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning NE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 17% 25% 34% 17% 29% 35% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 25% 23% 20% 27% 26% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 70% 70% 75% 65% 69% 79% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 71% 75% 87% 69% 69% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 79% 84% 86% 78% 84% 85% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 45% 42% 46% 53% 54% 50% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 88% 85% ** 82% 83% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 70% ** ** 65% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected NE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 76% 75% ** 70% 74% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 73% ** ** 71% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 85% 80% ** 78% 76% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 82% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 62% 55% ** 49% 54% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 49% ** ** 48% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 33% ** ** 24% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 82% 77% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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Children Are Safe NE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 11% 7% 6% 12% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 27% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 14% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 7% 6% ** 11% 6% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 28% 40% ** 30% 41% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 93% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable NE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 12 16 14 12 17 17 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 66% 81% 80% 63% 77% 79% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 91% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 85% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 94% ** ** 95% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 57% ** ** 59% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 63% 63% ** 60% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 76% 72% ** 70% 69% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 72% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community NE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 46% 36% ** 41% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 45% ** ** 40% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 40% ** ** 36% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 49% ** ** 43% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 37% ** ** 36% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play NE Burlington Burlington Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 95% 97% 98% 90% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 23% 25% ** 22% 20% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 94% 99% ** 93% 96% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 96% 95% ** 94% 93% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 34% ** ** 33% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 19% ** ** 21% ** ** 18%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 11.1%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  6.4%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 17.4%
Recent Immigrants  2.3%
Rent Their Home 16.1%
1-Year Mobility Rate 12.0%
Unemployment Rate 4.6%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 11.8%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 8.0%

South West Oakville
SW Oakville
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

26,665
Total Population

1,835
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: 4%

1,805
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -2%

1,070
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: -41%

Children Are Healthy SW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 12% 13% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 5% 6% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 89% 95% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 71% 65% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 17% 13% 18% 22% 21% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 18% 14% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 64% 56% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 5% 4% ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 84% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 86% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 61% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning SW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 20% 26% 46% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 18% 33% 29% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 76% 71% 75% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 72% 66% 84% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 80% 82% 90% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 47% 52% 65% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 86% 89% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 67% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected SW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 81% 77% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 74% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 85% 80% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 84% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 55% 53% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 43% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 21% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 78% 76% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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Children Are Safe SW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 9% 6% 4% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 31% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 14% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 11% 3% ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 28% 36% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 89% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * 0% ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable SW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 15 16 21 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 61% 72% 88% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 96% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 86% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 96% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 67% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 69% 60% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 72% 73% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 75% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community SW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 38% 27% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 37% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 29% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 35% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 31% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play SW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 93% 97% 98% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 19% 17% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 97% 98% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 93% 97% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 24% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 16% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    
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Social Risk Index Score: 7
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 18.6%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  16.1%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 32.9%
Recent Immigrants  6.4%
Rent Their Home 47.9%
1-Year Mobility Rate 17.8%
Unemployment Rate 4.7%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 20.1%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 9.2%

South Central Oakville
SC Oakville
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

11,915
Total Population

755
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -14%

720
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -8%

735
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 10%

Children Are Healthy SC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 25% 24% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 4% 7% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 82% 94% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 55% 59% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 18% 13% 25% 22% 20% 26% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 18% 17% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 59% 50% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 9% * ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 69% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 74% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 62% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning SC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 26% 36% 47% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 27% 26% 34% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 61% 47% 60% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 52% 58% 67% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 65% 74% 83% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 30% 38% 57% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 90% 81% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 72% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected SC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 75% 78% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 63% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 81% 60% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 75% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 55% 54% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 42% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 35% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 71% 58% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe SC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 18% 0% 6% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 21% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 20% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 16% * ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 26% 40% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 80% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * 0% ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable SC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 22 27 41 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 61% 62% 68% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 88% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 79% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 94% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 54% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 63% 60% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 73% 68% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 67% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community SC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 38% 23% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 40% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 23% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 43% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 34% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play SC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 85% 89% 88% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 30% 17% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 95% 94% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 98% 95% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 26% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 18% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%

In
di

ca
to

rs
In

di
ca

to
rs

In
di

ca
to

rs



110

Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 9.0%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  6.4%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 18.2%
Recent Immigrants  1.6%
Rent Their Home 14.0%
1-Year Mobility Rate 9.4%
Unemployment Rate 5.8%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 6.5%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 2.9%

South East Oakville
SE Oakville
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

25,180
Total Population

1,605
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -15%

2,215
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -11%

2,660
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 7%

Children Are Healthy SE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 14% 14% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 6% 5% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 91% 96% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 69% 76% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 27% 23% 18% 22% 21% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 10% 15% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 61% 58% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 3% 5% ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 83% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 81% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 62% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning SE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 17% 25% 38% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 22% 24% 25% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 80% 84% 76% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 74% 76% 85% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 80% 82% 98% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 46% 52% 66% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 81% 83% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 67% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected SE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 69% 78% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 69% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 75% 74% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 77% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 36% 43% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 55% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 34% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 76% 77% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe SE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 8% 8% 8% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 26% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 12% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 9% 5% ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 35% 35% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 83% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%

In
di

ca
to

rs

Families Are Strong and Stable SE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 31 11 31 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 64% 83% 81% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 87% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 81% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 95% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 63% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 55% 63% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 64% 68% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 77% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community SE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 56% 56% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 53% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 35% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 43% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 36% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play SE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 94% 99% 97% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 25% 33% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 99% 99% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 97% 96% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 25% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 23% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 13.9%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  9.2%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 22.9%
Recent Immigrants  4.8%
Rent Their Home 14.6%
1-Year Mobility Rate 9.7%
Unemployment Rate 5.6%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 7.1%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 3.2%

Glen Abbey
Glen Abbey
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

21,055
Total Population

1,545
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -18%

2,035
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -19%

1,715
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: -26%

Children Are Healthy Glen Abbey Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 10% 14% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 3% 11% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 91% 94% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 72% 63% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 27% 28% 15% 22% 21% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 12% 20% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 64% 55% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 3% 5% ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 84% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 86% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 57% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning Glen Abbey Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 8% 27% 36% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 14% 20% 20% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 78% 76% 75% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 79% 77% 85% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 83% 87% 90% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 51% 34% 44% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 87% 85% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 61% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected Glen Abbey Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 78% 76% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 67% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 79% 78% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 75% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 53% 53% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 35% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 22% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 81% 71% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe Glen Abbey Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 10% 11% 8% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 29% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 10% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 6% 4% ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 25% 34% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 91% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable Glen Abbey Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 15 19 21 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 63% 76% 81% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 90% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 84% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 91% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 66% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 67% 59% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 75% 71% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 73% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community Glen Abbey Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 47% 38% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 52% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 37% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 41% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 22% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play Glen Abbey Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 94% 95% 98% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 24% 19% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 93% 99% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 95% 95% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 38% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 17% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 1
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 15.0%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  9.4%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 22.2%
Recent Immigrants  4.3%
Rent Their Home 26.6%
1-Year Mobility Rate 14.9%
Unemployment Rate 6.0%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 11.9%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 7.1%

North Central Oakville
NC Oakville
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

15,645
Total Population

1,035
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -16%

1,125
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -16%

1,265
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: -5%

Children Are Healthy NC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 23% 15% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 4% 4% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 86% 97% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 62% 64% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 25% 27% 26% 22% 21% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 16% 20% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 59% 50% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 3% 5% ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 74% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 80% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 51% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning NC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 12% 25% 36% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 26% 24% 28% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 68% 62% 71% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 64% 77% 74% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 81% 85% 85% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 42% 35% 54% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 84% 85% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 66% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected NC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 73% 68% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 63% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 80% 77% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 71% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 54% 49% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 46% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 25% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 70% 76% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe NC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 13% 9% 3% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 31% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 15% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 6% 7% ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 27% 45% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 87% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable NC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 19 27 24 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 54% 69% 77% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 86% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 83% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 94% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 54% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 59% 61% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 71% 68% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 66% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community NC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 46% 27% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 47% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 39% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 49% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 29% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play NC Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 92% 92% 93% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 31% 12% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 94% 94% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 96% 97% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 36% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 18% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 10.6%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  4.6%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 26.0%
Recent Immigrants  4.0%
Rent Their Home 2.8%
1-Year Mobility Rate 11.0%
Unemployment Rate 4.3%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 6.6%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 3.0%

North East Oakville
NE Oakville
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

13,210
Total Population

1,305
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: 48%

1,205
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 13%

1,385
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 39%

Children Are Healthy NE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 10% 15% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 7% 8% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 90% 97% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 73% 69% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 27% 25% 22% 22% 21% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 13% 9% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 56% 58% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 6% 5% ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 83% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 79% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 62% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning NE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 11% 26% 41% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 22% 19% 21% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 71% 73% 79% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 74% 80% 86% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 77% 85% 95% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 32% 43% 54% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 82% 90% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 75% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected NE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 74% 73% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 71% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 80% 71% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 81% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 50% 55% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 51% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 34% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 75% 77% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe NE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 16% 9% 8% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 26% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 6% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 9% * ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 26% 27% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 91% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * 0% ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable NE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 17 17 21 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 53% 72% 81% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 93% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 88% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 93% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 61% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 64% 72% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 70% 75% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 78% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community NE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 39% 37% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 41% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 41% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 43% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 40% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play NE Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 91% 97% 97% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 24% 14% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 96% 100% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 98% 98% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 38% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 25% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 2
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 8.1%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  7.0%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 31.7%
Recent Immigrants  6.5%
Rent Their Home 5.1%
1-Year Mobility Rate 15.8%
Unemployment Rate 5.6%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 4.5%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 3.6%

North West Oakville
NW Oakville
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

25,530
Total Population

4,000
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: 120%

2,470
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 126%

1,725
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 138%

Children Are Healthy NW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 13% 13% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 5% 6% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 85% 96% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 69% 65% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 20% 19% 20% 22% 21% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 10% 13% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 51% 51% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 3% 6% ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 82% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 87% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 57% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning NW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 21% 26% 37% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 17% 30% 17% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 72% 70% 74% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 76% 73% 83% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 71% 85% 89% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 32% 53% 54% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 87% 82% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 70% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected NW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 79% 70% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 66% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 83% 79% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 79% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 66% 60% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 37% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 31% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 81% 70% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe NW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 10% 7% 9% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 27% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 13% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 6% 6% ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 26% 40% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 91% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * 2% ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** 0% * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable NW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 7 9 13 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 58% 68% 80% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 90% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 87% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 95% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 62% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 66% 59% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 70% 72% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 72% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community NW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 39% 31% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 42% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 33% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 37% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 28% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play NW Oakville Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 94% 94% 99% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 28% 13% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 98% 99% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 93% 95% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 39% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 15% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 11.8%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  7.5%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 25.7%
Recent Immigrants  4.5%
Rent Their Home 7.1%
1-Year Mobility Rate 8.3%
Unemployment Rate 5.2%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 7.8%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 4.2%

River Oaks
River Oaks
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

26,370
Total Population

2,625
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -12%

2,785
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 4%

2,865
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 40%

Children Are Healthy River Oaks Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 12% 11% ** 14% 14% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 2% 3% ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 93% 96% ** 89% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 70% 66% ** 69% 66% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 19% 21% 24% 22% 21% 20% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 12% 16% ** 13% 15% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 55% 50% ** 58% 54% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 5% 4% ** 4% 5% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 83% ** ** 81% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 78% ** ** 83% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 55% ** ** 58% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning River Oaks Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 19% 30% 33% 17% 27% 39% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 23% 22% 26% 20% 25% 23% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 64% 64% 80% 72% 70% 75% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 72% 74% 81% 72% 74% 82% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 84% 85% 91% 79% 84% 91% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 51% 42% 41% 43% 43% 52% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 85% 80% ** 85% 84% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 59% ** ** 66% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected River Oaks Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 69% 73% ** 74% 73% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 74% ** ** 69% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 75% 74% ** 79% 75% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 81% ** ** 78% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 45% 53% ** 51% 53% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 43% ** ** 43% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 23% ** ** 27% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 78% 73% ** 77% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe River Oaks Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 10% 6% 6% 11% 6% 7% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 27% ** ** 29% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 12% ** ** 13% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 8% 5% ** 8% 5% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 23% 29% ** 27% 36% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 91% ** ** 89% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 1% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable River Oaks Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 9 10 13 14 17 20 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 56% 75% 76% 59% 73% 81% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 89% ** ** 91% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 81% ** ** 85% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 92% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 61% ** ** 61% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 64% 58% ** 64% 61% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 67% 66% ** 70% 70% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 72% ** ** 73% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community River Oaks Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 42% 26% ** 43% 33% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 39% ** ** 43% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 32% ** ** 34% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 41% ** ** 41% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 28% ** ** 30% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play River Oaks Oakville Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 96% 97% 96% 94% 96% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 24% 12% ** 25% 17% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 98% 96% ** 97% 98% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 96% 95% ** 95% 96% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 29% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 17% ** ** 18% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 2
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 6.8%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  3.8%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 29.5%
Recent Immigrants  5.6%
Rent Their Home 3.9%
1-Year Mobility Rate 29.8%
Unemployment Rate 3.4%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 8.4%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 5.2%

South Milton
South Milton
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

26,445
Total Population

4,180
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: 2513%

2,145
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 853%

1,505
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 514%

Children Are Healthy South Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 15% 14% ** 16% 15% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 5% 6% ** 5% 5% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 87% 95% ** 85% 95% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 61% 59% ** 63% 61% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 17% 19% 26% 22% 20% 26% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 18% 14% ** 18% 17% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 57% 49% ** 54% 49% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 4% 6% ** 5% 6% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 75% ** ** 73% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 84% ** ** 80% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 53% ** ** 51% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning South Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 22% 22% 30% 24% 27% 29% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 30% 20% 24% 25% 24% 26% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 62% 69% 64% 60% 69% 67% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 66% 64% 77% 64% 61% 76% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 67% 70% 89% 71% 73% 88% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 32% 36% 39% 38% 39% 48% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 84% 82% ** 80% 78% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 61% ** ** 63% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected South Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 73% 65% ** 73% 65% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 65% ** ** 65% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 82% 76% ** 79% 72% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 73% ** ** 69% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 61% 55% ** 48% 48% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 40% ** ** 39% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 37% ** ** 32% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 76% 73% ** 74% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe South Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 14% 3% 9% 9% 7% 8% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 32% ** ** 35% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 18% ** ** 21% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 12% 6% ** 13% 9% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 20% 42% ** 28% 42% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 86% ** ** 82% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** * 2% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** * 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable South Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 18 29 22 15 18 28 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 51% 60% 72% 62% 64% 75% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 91% ** ** 90% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 84% ** ** 84% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 92% ** ** 93% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 60% ** ** 58% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 61% 51% ** 59% 54% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 59% 67% ** 63% 65% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 66% ** ** 66% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community South Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 23% 23% ** 28% 25% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 37% ** ** 39% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 32% ** ** 33% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 37% ** ** 34% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 25% ** ** 26% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play South Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 86% 94% 98% 89% 93% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 30% 10% ** 24% 12% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 94% 98% ** 88% 93% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 93% 92% ** 83% 89% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 30% ** ** 30% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 13% ** ** 15% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 3
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 17.0%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  5.4%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 9.9%
Recent Immigrants  1.5%
Rent Their Home 31.5%
1-Year Mobility Rate 13.1%
Unemployment Rate 4.5%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 19.8%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 7.3%

West Milton
West Milton
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

10,290
Total Population

720
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -14%

645
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -24%

795
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: -9%

Children Are Healthy West Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 20% 19% ** 16% 15% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 3% 2% ** 5% 5% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 82% 93% ** 85% 95% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 65% 64% ** 63% 61% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 26% 25% 17% 22% 20% 26% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 21% 22% ** 18% 17% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 54% 50% ** 54% 49% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 5% 5% ** 5% 6% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 69% ** ** 73% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 70% ** ** 80% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 44% ** ** 51% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning West Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 23% 40% 31% 24% 27% 29% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 36% 34% 32% 25% 24% 26% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 56% 67% 69% 60% 69% 67% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 61% 58% 65% 64% 61% 76% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 66% 78% 77% 71% 73% 88% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 43% 34% 54% 38% 39% 48% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 73% 68% ** 80% 78% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 67% ** ** 63% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected West Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 77% 63% ** 73% 65% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 63% ** ** 65% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 75% 62% ** 79% 72% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 67% ** ** 69% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 38% 31% ** 48% 48% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 38% ** ** 39% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 19% ** ** 32% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 79% 76% ** 74% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe West Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 13% 11% 9% 9% 7% 8% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 36% ** ** 35% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 27% ** ** 21% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 9% 17% ** 13% 9% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 37% 39% ** 28% 42% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 73% ** ** 82% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** * 2% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** * 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable West Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 19 42 54 15 18 28 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 68% 76% 81% 62% 64% 75% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 87% ** ** 90% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 76% ** ** 84% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 91% ** ** 93% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 55% ** ** 58% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 60% 58% ** 59% 54% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 74% 62% ** 63% 65% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 61% ** ** 66% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community West Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 32% 18% ** 28% 25% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 43% ** ** 39% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 34% ** ** 33% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 32% ** ** 34% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 24% ** ** 26% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play West Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 84% 90% 95% 89% 93% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 18% 16% ** 24% 12% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 92% 82% ** 88% 93% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 92% 79% ** 83% 89% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 24% ** ** 30% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 16% ** ** 15% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 13.1%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  2.9%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 8.5%
Recent Immigrants  1.4%
Rent Their Home 11.7%
1-Year Mobility Rate 8.6%
Unemployment Rate 3.6%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 13.5%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 5.3%

East Milton
East Milton
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

11,385
Total Population

725
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -16%

865
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -17%

1,015
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: -22%

Children Are Healthy East Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 26% 21% ** 16% 15% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 6% 6% ** 5% 5% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 85% 95% ** 85% 95% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 64% 63% ** 63% 61% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 24% 22% 27% 22% 20% 26% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 15% 21% ** 18% 17% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 53% 49% ** 54% 49% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 6% 8% ** 5% 6% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 67% ** ** 73% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 77% ** ** 80% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 48% ** ** 51% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning East Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 25% 36% 26% 24% 27% 29% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 15% 30% 35% 25% 24% 26% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 60% 65% 84% 60% 69% 67% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 62% 52% 83% 64% 61% 76% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 75% 68% 94% 71% 73% 88% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 40% 46% 65% 38% 39% 48% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 81% 75% ** 80% 78% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 60% ** ** 63% ** ** 63%

In
di

ca
to

rs

Children Are Positively Connected East Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 69% 68% ** 73% 65% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 65% ** ** 65% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 82% 65% ** 79% 72% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 59% ** ** 69% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 39% 45% ** 48% 48% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 40% ** ** 39% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 25% ** ** 32% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 71% 65% ** 74% 72% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe East Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 7% 5% 7% 9% 7% 8% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 42% ** ** 35% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 25% ** ** 21% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 9% 16% ** 13% 9% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 31% 50% ** 28% 42% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 80% ** ** 82% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** * 2% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** * 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable East Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 15 25 32 15 18 28 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 62% 61% 82% 62% 64% 75% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 89% ** ** 90% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 81% ** ** 84% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 96% ** ** 93% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 60% ** ** 58% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 63% 56% ** 59% 54% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 63% 64% ** 63% 65% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 65% ** ** 66% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community East Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 34% 29% ** 28% 25% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 45% ** ** 39% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 36% ** ** 33% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 27% ** ** 34% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 29% ** ** 26% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play East Milton Milton Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 90% 93% 95% 89% 93% 97% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 20% 10% ** 24% 12% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 98% 98% ** 88% 93% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 84% 93% ** 83% 89% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 34% ** ** 30% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 11% ** ** 15% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 0
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 8.0%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  3.1%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 13.9%
Recent Immigrants  0.9%
Rent Their Home 8.6%
1-Year Mobility Rate 6.2%
Unemployment Rate 3.5%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 16.7%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 5.0%

Rural North Halton
Rural N Halton
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

16,000
Total Population

1,005
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -14%

1,225
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: -8%

1,425
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 5%

Children Are Healthy Rural N Halton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 18% 13% ** 24% 18% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 6% 3% ** 8% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 84% 96% ** 90% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 62% 63% ** 58% 61% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 23% 18% 27% 25% 25% 23% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 15% 21% ** 15% 19% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 50% 58% ** 57% 56% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 6% * ** 6% 6% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 74% ** ** 75% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 78% ** ** 79% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 57% ** ** 53% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning Rural N Halton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 24% 22% 31% 24% 31% 46% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 24% 26% 18% 25% 27% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 62% 77% 82% 70% 69% 72% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 64% 64% 84% 65% 64% 79% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 78% 82% 89% 78% 74% 88% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 45% 33% 47% 47% 35% 58% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 74% 75% ** 81% 77% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 53% ** ** 50% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected Rural N Halton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 66% 71% ** 70% 71% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 70% ** ** 75% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 73% 71% ** 78% 71% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 73% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 43% 49% ** 46% 44% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 46% ** ** 41% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 15% ** ** 18% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 65% 73% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe Rural N Halton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 9% 0% 5% 13% 8% 8% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 39% ** ** 34% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 16% ** ** 14% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 18% 6% ** 13% 7% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 30% 41% ** 32% 40% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 85% ** ** 86% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 2% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable Rural N Halton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 2 3 12 9 13 14 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 61% 76% 80% 70% 69% 78% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 95% ** ** 89% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 91% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 95% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 55% ** ** 58% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 49% 62% ** 58% 58% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 59% 64% ** 67% 67% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 71% ** ** 66% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community Rural N Halton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 42% 51% ** 37% 30% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 44% ** ** 45% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 38% ** ** 41% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 39% ** ** 40% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 33% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play Rural N Halton Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 95% 93% 100% 94% 95% 99% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 7% 26% ** 17% 24% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 28% 38% ** 82% 88% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 43% 49% ** 84% 83% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 6% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 14% ** ** 15% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 1
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 9.2%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  2.6%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 11.3%
Recent Immigrants  0.7%
Rent Their Home 4.9%
1-Year Mobility Rate 15.6%
Unemployment Rate 4.7%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 7.9%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 4.2%

South Georgetown
S Georgetown
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

15,125
Total Population

1,685
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: -8%

1,970
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 25%

1,525
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 45%

Children Are Healthy S Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 17% 16% ** 24% 18% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 7% 10% ** 8% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 91% 98% ** 90% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 58% 64% ** 58% 61% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 26% 28% 18% 25% 25% 23% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 9% 15% ** 15% 19% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 61% 58% ** 57% 56% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 6% 5% ** 6% 6% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 79% ** ** 75% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 83% ** ** 79% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 55% ** ** 53% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning S Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 24% 32% 50% 24% 31% 46% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 18% 21% 23% 25% 27% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 75% 72% 65% 70% 69% 72% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 73% 70% 79% 65% 64% 79% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 82% 78% 91% 78% 74% 88% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 49% 36% 54% 47% 35% 58% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 83% 79% ** 81% 77% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 54% ** ** 50% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected S Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 71% 70% ** 70% 71% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 79% ** ** 75% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 77% 70% ** 78% 71% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 77% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 46% 38% ** 46% 44% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 40% ** ** 41% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 20% ** ** 18% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 81% 79% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe S Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 9% 7% 8% 13% 8% 8% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 34% ** ** 34% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 11% ** ** 14% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 14% 5% ** 13% 7% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 26% 34% ** 32% 40% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 90% ** ** 86% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** * * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** * * ** 2% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable S Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 10 15 16 9 13 14 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 69% 70% 77% 70% 69% 78% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 93% ** ** 89% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 85% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 94% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 61% ** ** 58% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 56% 58% ** 58% 58% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 68% 70% ** 67% 67% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 67% ** ** 66% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community S Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 34% 26% ** 37% 30% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 47% ** ** 45% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 35% ** ** 41% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 41% ** ** 40% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 34% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play S Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 96% 99% 99% 94% 95% 99% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 19% 22% ** 17% 24% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 99% 97% ** 82% 88% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 94% 95% ** 84% 83% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 51% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 16% ** ** 15% ** ** 18%
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Social Risk Index Score: 1
Census Variables
% Lone Parent Families 14.2%
Low Income Cut-off Rate  4.1%
Mother Tongue Not English or French 8.8%
Recent Immigrants  1.1%
Rent Their Home 19.7%
1-Year Mobility Rate 14.0%
Unemployment Rate 4.0%
% of Pop. Aged 25 and Older with < than High School 14.8%
% of Income from Government Transfer Payments 6.3%

North Georgetown
N Georgetown
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

19,945
Total Population

1,855
Age 0-6 years 
Change since 2001: 18%

1,740
Age 7-12 years
Change since 2001: 14%

1,620
Age 13-18 years
Change since 2001: 20%

Children Are Healthy N Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of infants born at risk for future developmental difficulties ** 28% 18% ** 24% 18% ** 18% 16%
Percent of newborns with a birth weight less than 2500 grams ** 9% 3% ** 8% 7% ** 5% 6%
Percent of 5-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 91% 92% ** 90% 96% ** 89% 96%
Percent of 12-year olds eating breakfast daily ** 58% 59% ** 58% 61% ** 65% 65%
Percent of 5-year olds considered overweight or obese 23% 23% 25% 25% 25% 23% 23% 21% 21%
Percent of 12-year olds considered overweight or obese ** 18% 21% ** 15% 19% ** 14% 16%
Percent of 12-year olds considered physically active ** 58% 59% ** 57% 56% ** 58% 53%
Percent of 12-year olds at-risk for depression ** 5% 8% ** 6% 6% ** 6% 5%
Percent of 12-year olds with high self-esteem ** ** 75% ** ** 75% ** ** 78%
Percent of 12-year olds with a positive view of their personal future ** ** 78% ** ** 79% ** ** 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of personal power ** ** 52% ** ** 53% ** ** 57%
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Children Are Learning N Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds attending a children’s program in the past 12 months 25% 34% 47% 24% 31% 46% 19% 28% 37%
Percent of 5-year olds developmentally vulnerable on 1 or more domains 26% 23% 25% 25% 27% 24% 24% 26% 24%
Percent of Grade 3 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 71% 67% 73% 70% 69% 72% 68% 69% 75%
Percent of Grade 6 students meeting provincial expectations for Reading† 62% 65% 81% 65% 64% 79% 69% 69% 80%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Academic Math† 72% 65% 89% 78% 74% 88% 78% 81% 88%
Percent of Grade 9 students meeting provincial expectations for Applied Math† 48% 32% 64% 47% 35% 58% 47% 45% 52%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of school engagement ** 85% 72% ** 81% 77% ** 83% 82%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of participation in youth programs ** ** 51% ** ** 50% ** ** 63%
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Children Are Positively Connected N Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family support ** 74% 73% ** 70% 71% ** 72% 72%
Percent of 12-year olds with caring neighbours ** ** 79% ** ** 75% ** ** 70%
Percent of 12-year olds experiencing a caring school climate ** 82% 71% ** 78% 71% ** 79% 74%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive peer influence ** ** 79% ** ** 75% ** ** 75%
Percent of 12-year olds with strong bonds to their school ** 53% 50% ** 46% 44% ** 49% 51%
Percent of 12-year olds showing strong values on promoting equality and social justice ** ** 47% ** ** 41% ** ** 44%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of spiritual engagement ** ** 17% ** ** 18% ** ** 26%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of peer connectedness ** 79% 76% ** 79% 75% ** 78% 74%
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†    The values in the table above shows the most recent year for which data are available in each time period. Note that 2005 EQAO data are listed under 2003;  
2007 EQAO data are listed under 2006; 2010 licensed child care spaces are listed under 2009.

 * Represents less than or equal to five students
** Data not available    

Children Are Safe N Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of 5-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months 16% 9% 9% 13% 8% 8% 11% 7% 8%
Percent of 12-year olds seriously injured in the past 12 months ** ** 34% ** ** 34% ** ** 31%
Percent of 12-year olds who have been involved in some type of 
criminal activity ** ** 17% ** ** 14% ** ** 14%

Percent of 12-year olds who have had at least one episode of heavy 
drinking in past 12 months ** 13% 7% ** 13% 7% ** 10% 6%

Percent of 12-year olds who have been bullied at school ** 34% 42% ** 32% 40% ** 29% 39%
Percent of 12-year olds who feel safe at home, school and in the 
neighbourhood ** ** 89% ** ** 86% ** ** 87%

Percent of 12-year olds who smoke cigarettes ** 3% * ** 2% 1% ** 2% 1%
Percent of 12-year olds who have used cannabis in the past 12 months ** 2% * ** 2% 1% ** 1% 1%
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Families Are Strong and Stable N Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Number of licensed child care spaces per 100 children aged 0-12 years† 5 11 16 9 13 14 12 16 20
Percent of 5-year olds who have ever received child care on a regular basis 69% 70% 86% 70% 69% 78% 63% 72% 78%
Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel comfortable asking for 
advice about parenting ** ** 87% ** ** 89% ** ** 91%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel close to other parents with 
children the same age ** ** 83% ** ** 82% ** ** 83%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 92% ** ** 94% ** ** 94%
Percent of 12-year olds having a family meal at least once a day ** ** 56% ** ** 58% ** ** 60%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of positive family communication ** 63% 53% ** 58% 58% ** 61% 59%
Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of family boundaries ** 70% 64% ** 67% 67% ** 69% 69%
Percent of 12-year olds who spend high amounts of quality time with 
their family at home ** ** 62% ** ** 66% ** ** 70%

Schools Are Connected to the Community N Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have high parental involvement 
in their child’s school ** 40% 31% ** 37% 30% ** 39% 31%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who have ever participated in a  
community activity or event at school ** ** 43% ** ** 45% ** ** 42%

Percent of 5-year olds who participated in a community activity or 
event at school ** ** 42% ** ** 41% ** ** 36%

Percent of 12-year olds  who feel they can make a difference in their community ** ** 42% ** ** 40% ** ** 40%
Percent of 12-year olds who volunteer without pay in their community ** ** 32% ** ** 31% ** ** 31%

Neighbourhoods Are Where We Live, Work and Play N Georgetown Halton Hills Halton
2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009

Percent of parents of 5-year olds who feel their neighbourhood is safe 
for children 94% 95% 98% 94% 95% 99% 92% 95% 97%

Percent of parents of 5-year olds reporting high social cohesion in 
their neighbourhood ** 19% 28% ** 17% 24% ** 22% 18%

Percent of 5-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 82% 98% ** 82% 88% ** 92% 95%
Percent of 12-year olds living walking distance to a public park ** 80% 90% ** 84% 83% ** 92% 92%
Percent of 12-year olds that walk (or bike or rollerblade) to school 
every day ** ** 19% ** ** 32% ** ** 32%

Percent of 12-year olds with high levels of caring about others in their 
community ** ** 16% ** ** 15% ** ** 18%
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Description of 
Developmental Assets
The list of Developmental Assets® is 
adapted with permission from Search 
Institute. Copyright © 1997, 2006 by 
Search Institute, 615 First Avenue NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55413, USA. No other 
use is permitted without permission. All 
rights reserved. To view the original full list 
of assets, visit www.search-institute.org.

Family Support: Family provides high levels 
of nurturing and support. This asset includes three 
questions which ask youth if their parents are proud 
of them, if they feel appreciated, and receive praise 
and smiles from their parents.

Positive Family Communication: Young 
person and her or his parent(s) communicate 
positively, and young person is willing to seek 
advice and counsel from parents. This asset 
includes two questions which ask youth if their 
parents listen to their ideas and opinions and 
participate in problem solving together.  

Caring Neighbourhood: Young person 
experiences caring neighbours. This asset is 
measured by one question which asks if youth feel 
that their neighbours care about them.

Caring School Climate: School provides 
a caring, encouraging environment. This asset 
includes three questions which ask youth if their 
teacher is interested in them, if their teacher shows 
recognition of good behaviour and work, and if their 
teachers show high expectations of them.

Youth as Resources: Young people are 
provided opportunities to contribute to their 
community. This asset is measured with one 
question which asks youth if they feel they can 
make a difference in their community.

Service to Others: Young person volunteers 
in the community. This asset is comprised of one 
question which asks the young person if he or she 
volunteers without pay in the community.  

Safety: Young person feels safe at home, 
school, and in the neighbourhood. This asset is 
comprised of two questions which ask youth their 
perceptions of how safe they feel at school and 
where they live.

Family Boundaries: Family has clear rules 
and consequences and monitors the young 
person’s whereabouts. This asset consists of 
three questions which ask youth if they can go out 
anytime they want, if they are told what time to be 
home, if their parents know where they are going 
and who they are with.

Positive Peer Influence: Young person’s 
best friends model responsible behaviour. This 
asset is measured with four questions which ask  
if their close friends like school, get along with 
their parents, smoke cigarettes and use drugs.

Youth Programs: Young person spends time 
participating in youth programs. This asset is 
comprised of four questions which ask youth about 
their participation in sports teams or clubs, use of 
their local library, attendance at religious services 
and participation in youth programs.

Time at Home: Young person spends quality 
time with their families at home. This asset is 
comprised of one question which asks how 
frequently youth spend quality time at home  
with their family.
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School Engagement: Young person is actively 
engaged in learning. This asset is comprised 
of seven questions which ask youth about the 
importance of getting good grades, making  
friends at school, participating in extra-curricular 
activities, getting to class on time, learning new 
things, expressing one’s opinion in class and 
getting involved in the student council or other 
similar groups. 

Bonding to School: Young person cares 
about her or his school. This asset includes two 
questions which ask youth about the degree to 
which they like or dislike school, as well as if they 
are proud of their school.

Caring: Young person places high value on 
helping other people. This asset is measured with 
two questions which ask if youth serve others in 
their community and to what degree they help make 
their community a better place.

Equality and Social Justice: Young person 
places high value on promoting equality. This asset 
includes one question which asks youth if they try to 
help solve social problems.

Spiritual Engagement: Young person places 
importance on spiritual and religious values. This 
asset includes two questions which ask youth if 
spiritual or religious values play an important role 
in their life and if these values help them to find 
meaning in their life.

Peer Connectedness: Young person gets 
on well with peers. This asset is comprised of 
four questions which ask youth if they have many 
friends, if they get along easily with others their age, 
if others want them to be their friend and if most 
others their age like them. 

Personal Power: Young person feels he 
or she has control over “things that happen 
to me.” This asset includes three questions 
which ask youth if they feel in control of their 
life, if they deal with frustration well and if they 
overcome problems in positive ways.

Self-esteem: Young person reports having 
a high self-esteem. This asset includes 
three questions which ask youth if they feel 
good about themselves, if they are proud of 
themselves and if they are happy.

Positive View of Personal Future: 
Young person is optimistic about her or his 
personal future. This asset includes two 
questions which ask youth if they feel good 
about their future and whether they feel that 
school will help them get where they want to 
go in the future.
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The language of accountability 
The most common problem in working together 
on behalf of our children and youth is the problem 
of language. People come to the table from many 
different disciplines and walks of life. As a result, 
the way in which we talk about programs, services 
and populations vary. A solution to exercising 
language discipline in this work is to agree on a set 
of definitions that start with ideas and not words. 

The same idea can have many different labels.  
The following four ideas are the basis for definitions 
used in the Results Based Accountability  
(RBA) process: 

1.  Results (or outcomes or goals) are conditions 
of well-being for children, adults, families or 
communities. They are things that voters and 
taxpayers can understand. They are not about 
programs or agencies or government jargon. 

2.  Indicators (or benchmarks) are measures 
which help quantify the achievement of a result. 
They answer the question “How would we 
recognize these results in measurable terms if 
we fell over them?” For example, the rate of  
low-birth weight babies helps quantify whether 
we’re getting healthy births or not. 

3.  Strategies are coherent collections of actions 
which have a chance of improving results. 
Strategies are made up of our best thinking 
about what works, and include the contributions 
of many partners. No single action by any one 
agency can create the improved results we want 
and need.

4.  Performance measures are measures of how 
well public and private programs and agencies 
are working. The most important performance 
measures tell us whether the clients or customers  
of a service are better off.

The principal distinction is between the ends and 
means. Results and indicators are the ends we 
want for children and families, while strategies and 
performance measures are about the means to 
get there. 

Creating accountability 
for children and youth  
in Halton
Results based accountability
Our Kids Network has adopted the Results 
Based Accountability (RBA) framework in order 
to achieve our vision that all children thrive. RBA 
is a disciplined way of thinking and taking action 
which communities can use to improve the lives of 
children, families and the community as a whole. 
RBA is a unique process that begins with the ends 
and works backwards, step by step, towards the 
means. For communities, the ends are conditions 
of well-being for children, families and the commu-
nity as a whole. 

RBA makes an important distinction between popu-
lation and performance accountability. In popula-
tion accountability, the entire community, including 
public and private sectors, share the responsibil-
ity for achieving the conditions of well-being for 
children and families. In comparison, performance 
accountability is held at a program, agency or 
service level and focuses on whether the clients or 
customers of a program or service are better off. 
This distinction ensures that appropriate respon-
sibility is attached to programs and services and 
there is not an expectation that one single program 
can produce large population level results. 

The first step for communities adopting the RBA 
framework is to identify the key quality of life condi-
tions or “results” they are working towards for a 
specified population. Members of Our Kids Net-
work met in spring 2008 to identify key results for 
children and youth and to select the indicators that 
would demonstrate Halton’s ability to successfully 
achieve those results. The table on pages [insert 
page numbers] shows the results selected by OKN 
and the indicators that were used to measure prog-
ress in achieving the results. 
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Turning the Curve: 
Recommendations  
for action 
Moving from talk to action
Ultimately, every person will have their own 
perspective on how well Halton is doing and 
some issues will be perceived as more important 
than others. Regardless of any perspective, the 
next step is to share the insights gained from this 
report and begin conversations about what is 
okay for our children and youth and what is not 
okay. As a result of these conversations you will 
determine which issues you need to act upon. In 
RBA language, this is called “turning the curve”. In 
other words, you want to take action on indicators 
that reflect a negative trend in order to turn the 
trend or curve in a more positive direction. 

What is provided on the following pages is an 
easy tool designed by Mark Friedman (developer 
of Results Based Accountability) that can get  
you from talk to action in 45 to 60 minutes.  
We suggest you use this tool as a way to discuss 
the results in the Report Card.

Key questions for Turning  
the Curve
1. Story Behind the Baseline (trend) 
What are the causes and forces at work? Digging 
behind the pictures helps us get a handle on 
what’s going on in our community and what might 
work to do better. 

2. Partners 

Who are the potential partners (people and 
agencies, public and private) who have a role to 
play in doing better? 

3. What Works
What would it take to do better? What has worked 
in other places outside your community? What 
does research tell us? The answers should draw 
on the possible contributions of partners and 
should involve no-cost and low-cost ideas.

4. Criteria 
What criteria should guide this selection process? 
Some criteria to think about include: specificity 
(Specific action not rhetoric?), leverage (Will 
it make a big or little difference?), values (Is it 
consistent with our personal and community 
values?), and reach (Is it feasible to do it this year 
or 3 to 10 years?).

5. Strategy, Action Plan and Budget 
What do we propose to actually do? This should 
take the form of a multi-year strategy and action 
plan laying out what is to be accomplished by 
when. We can then assign responsibilities and  
get started. 

Some tips to get started
1.  Anywhere leads to everywhere. It doesn’t 

matter where you start, you will eventually get to 
everything.

2.  Start where people are passionate. Create 
groups where people can work on what they are 
passionate about. 

3.  Don’t let outsiders tell you where to start. Start 
where it feels right for your school.

4.  Get from talk to action as quickly as possible. 
Make sure there is an action track to “turn the 
curve” early in the work.
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Turning the Curve EXAMPLE ONLY (not meant to be a complete example)

Population:
Children and youth aged 0 to 18 
years in Halton

Result:
Children are Healthy

Story behind the baseline (trend): 
The cause, the forces at work; the epidemiology of the baseline.
• Lack of time to prepare healthy breakfasts
•  Lack of income to purchase healthy breakfast foods
•  Lack of parental knowledge about the importance of eating breakfast
•  Lack of knowledge about how to prepare healthy breakfast meals
• Absence of hunger early in the morning
• Parents do not eat breakfast themselves
• Breakfast foods are boring

What Works
•  Help parents create healthy eating habits for their children
•  Educate children and parents about the importance of eating a healthy breakfast
•  Provide subsidies for low-income children to purchase breakfast at school when available
•  Allow community groups that promote healthy eating to use school facilities to distribute breakfast  

at school
•  Encourage physicians to disseminate tools and information to patients to help achieve and  

maintain healthy eating habits
•  Provide healthy breakfast foods in school cafeterias

Action Plan and Budget
•  Set an “action table” for Halton where all interested people can make a contribution to this result
• Select 2 to 3 low-cost ideas and act immediately

Partners
• Children
• Parents
• Health Department
• Schools and school cafeterias

•  Parks and Recreation Department
• YMCA
• Government
• Media

    • Workplaces
    •  Local community groups 

(churches, clubs)
    • Child Care Centres

Indicator:
Percent of children 
reporting eating 
daily breakfast
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Results Based Accountability

Population:
What is your population  
( e.g., Children aged 0 to 18  
years in Halton)

Result:
What is the Result?  
( e.g., Children are Healthy, 
Children are Safe)

Story behind the baseline (trend): 
The cause, the forces at work; the epidemiology of the baseline.

…HINT Look at the research, but don’t be limited by research. Find out what has worked in other 
places to “turn the curve” you are working on. Research will never give us all or even most of the 
answers. Use common sense and knowledge of your community to decide what will work here.

Partners with a role to play:

…HINT List all the partners that can have a role to play in turning the curve on a particular indicator.

Indicator:
Percent of children 
reporting eating 
daily breakfast
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2.

3.
What Works: What would it take to turn the curve in this community? Best practices, best hunches.

…HINT Use the criteria below as a technique to assess your ideas about what works.

Specificity: Is the proposal specific about what will be done, when and by whom; or is it a rhetorical 
statement of need like “end poverty and cure disease”? Proposals need to take the form of an 
actionable item which can be implemented and funded, if necessary.

Leverage: How great an impact will this proposal have on the curves you are trying to turn?  
You are looking for actions which are high leverage, not token efforts.

Values: Is the proposal consistent with your personal and your community’s values? There are 
many proposals whichare potentially effective which violate important principles of equity and 
fairness. The best approaches must be true to community values and must take into account 
differences in cultures and community norms.

Reach: Is it feasible and affordable? Can it be done this year, next year, or 3 to 10 years?

4.
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Action Plan and Budget:
…HINT Fit the pieces together. Having selected priorities for action is not the same as having a 
coherent plan. Consider how these pieces fit together in a system of services and supports, not just a 
loose confederation of good ideas.

Ideas about what works can be rated on a worksheet against these criteria. Each proposal can be rated 
high, medium or low on these four criteria. Those that rise to the top can become the first year’s plan.
Others that are high on the first three criteria, but lower on the fourth can be targeted for later years.

Consider no-cost and low-cost ideas. No-cost and low-cost ideas can be among the most powerful 
parts of your plan. We have a tendency to think about everything as a money problem. While money 
is certainly important, it is not the only way to turn a curve. There are many ways for partners to make 
contributions to this work (e.g. use of volunteers, advertising, family friendly policies by the business 
community, support groups, streamlined policy or procedure by public agencies etc.) that make a 
crucial contribution at low cost and without using public funding sources. When groups are given the 
challenge to “turn a curve” (and are asked to include at least one no-cost or low-cost idea), it often 
happens that half to two thirds of the good ideas are no-cost or low-cost. The simple act of asking for 
no-cost and low-cost ideas has the effect of changing people’s mindsets.

5.
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Appendix C

Description of Indicators
List of Abbreviations 

EDI – Early Development Instrument
EQAO –  Education Quality and Accountability  

Office 
HYS – Halton Youth Survey
ISCIS –  Integrated Services for Children 

Information System
KPS – Kindergarten Parent Survey
OCCMS Ontario Child Care Management System
OKN – Our Kids Network
QF – Quality First

Children Are Healthy

At-risk births: percent of newborns that score 
greater than nine on the Parkyn Screening Tool 
(Data Source: ISCIS, 2004-2010).

Low birth weight: percent of infants born 
weighing less than 2500 grams (5lbs. 8oz.)  
(Data Source: ISCIS, 2004-2010).

Healthy eating: percent of 5, 12 & 15-year old 
children that eat breakfast daily (Data Source: 
KPS, 2006 & 2009; HYS, 2009).

Healthy body weight: percent of children and 
youth scoring above the 85th percentile for body 
mass index adjusted for age and gender – WHO 
2006 guidelines (Data Source: KPS, 2003, 2006 & 
2009; HYS 2006 & 2009).

Physical activity: percent of youth reporting at 
least 90 minutes of physical activity per day, five 
days a week, in the past seven days (Data Source: 
HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Depression: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 10 
students reporting usually or often on the four 
symptoms of the Centre for Epidemiologic  
Studies Depression Scale (Data Source: HYS, 
2006 & 2009).

Self-esteem: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 10 
students reporting having a high self-esteem 
as measured by a three-point scale. The three 
items include feeling good about themselves, 
proud of themselves, and in control of their 
life. These three items were summed together 
and students scoring twelve and above were 
considered to show high levels of self-esteem. 
(Data Source: HYS, 2009).

Positive view of personal future: percent of 
Grade 7 and Grade 10 students reporting a 
positive view of their future as measured by a 
two-point scale. The two items include feeling 
good about their personal future and that school 
will help get them where they want to go in the 
future (Data Source: HYS, 2009).

Personal power: percent of Grade 7 and  
Grade 10 students reporting high personal 
power as measured by a three-point scale.  
The three items include feeling in control of 
their life, being able to deal with frustration well 
and the ability to overcome problems in positive 
ways. These three items were summed together 
and students scoring twelve and above were 
considered to show high levels of personal 
power (Data Source: HYS, 2009).

Children Are Learning

Preschool opportunities: percent of parents 
reporting that in the past 12 months, their 
5-year old child has participated in a children’s 
program, family reading program, organized 
team sports, physical activity or recreation 
program or a music, arts, or dance program 
(Data Source: KPS, 2003, 2006 & 2009).

Developmental readiness at kindergarten: 
percent of 5-year old children assessed in the 
lowest 10th percentile on two or more EDI 
domains (Data Source: EDI, 2003, 2006 & 2009).
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Student achievement: percent of Grade 3 
and Grade 6 students who have met provincial 
expectation (Levels 3 and 4) in reading and 
percent of Grade 9 students who have met 
provincial expectations in math (Levels 3 and 4). 
This percent includes all eligible students including 
those that did not participate in the EQAO 
assessment (Data Source: EQAO, 2005-2010).

School engagement: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting high levels of school 
engagement as measured by a seven-item 
scale. Students were asked to how important the 
following seven items were to them: (1) getting 
good grades, (2) making friends at school, (3) 
participating in extra-curricular activities, (4) getting 
to class on time, (5) learning new things, (6) 
expressing one’s opinion in class, and (7) getting 
involved in the student council or other similar 
school groups (Data Source: HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Participation in youth programs: percent 
of Grade 7 and Grade 10 students reporting 
participation in sports teams or clubs, using their 
local library, attending religious services and 
participation in youth programs (Data Source: 
HYS, 2009).

Children Are Positively Connected

Family support: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 
10 students reporting high levels of nurturing and 
support from their families in the past six months. 
Level of family support was measured by a three-
item scale. The three items include if their parents 
are proud of them, if they feel appreciated, and 
receive praise and smiles from their parents. Each 
of the three items were scored on a five-point scale 
with one being never, two being rarely, three being 
sometimes, four being often and five being always. 
These three items were summed together and 
youth scoring twelve and above were considered 
to show high levels of family support (Data Source: 
HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Caring neighbourhood: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting that their neighbours 
care about them (Data Source: HYS, 2009).

Caring school climate: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting high caring school 
climate as measured by a three-item scale.  
Students were asked to indicate their level of 
agreement on the following statements: (1) most 
teachers have high expectations of me, (2) most 
teachers are interested in me as a person, and (3) 
most teachers notice when I am doing a good job 
and let me know about it. The three items were 
given a score of one to four with one being given 
for a strongly agree response and four being given 
for a strongly disagree response. Students with 
a score of 3 or less are considered to see school 
as providing a caring, encouraging environment. 
(Data Source: HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Positive peer influence: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting their best friend’s 
model responsible behaviour as measured by a 
four-item scale. The four items include if their close 
friends: (1) like school; (2) get along with their 
parent(s); (3) smoke cigarettes, and (4) use drugs. 
(Data Source: HYS, 2009).

Bonding to school: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting that they like school 
and are proud of their school (Data Source: HYS, 
2006 & 2009).

Equality and social justice: percent of Grade 7 
and Grade 10 students reporting placing high value 
on promoting equality and solving social problems 
(Data Source: HYS, 2009).

Spiritual engagement: percent of Grade 7 
and Grade 10 students reporting high spiritual 
engagement as measured by a two-item scale. 
Students are asked if spiritual or religious values 
play an important role in their life, and help them to 
find meaning (Data Source: HYS, 2009).

Peer connectedness: percent of Grade 7 
and Grade 10 students reporting high peer 
connectedness as measured by a four-item scale. 
Students were asked to indicate their answer to 
the following statements: (1) I have many friends, 
(2) I get along with others my age, (3) most others 
my age like me, and (4) others my age want me 
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to be their friend. Each of the four items were 
scored on a five-point scale with one being false, 
two being mostly false, three being sometimes 
true/sometimes false, four being mostly true and 
five being true. These four items were summed 
together and students scoring sixteen and above 
were considered to show high peer connectedness 
(Data Source: HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Children Are Safe

Serious injury: percent of 12 & 15-year olds and 
parents of 5-year old children reporting that they 
or their child have been seriously injured (requiring 
medical attention by a doctor, nurse, or dentist) 
in the past 12 months (Data Source: KPS, 2003, 
2006 & 2009; HYS, 2009).

Involvement in criminal activity: percent of 
Grade 7 and Grade 10 students reporting any 
involvement in the following activities in the past 
12 months: damaged or destroyed property that 
did not belong to you; carried a weapon for the 
purpose of defending yourself or using it in a fight; 
sold any drugs; or been part of a gang that broke 
the law by stealing, hurting someone, or damaging 
property (Data Source: HYS 2006 & 2009).

Heavy drinking: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 
10 students reporting at least one episode in the 
past 12 months of drinking more than five alcoholic 
drinks on one occasion (Data Source: HYS,  
2006 & 2009).

Smoking cigarettes: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting that they currently 
smoke every day; at least once a week, but not 
every day; or less than once a week (Data Source: 
HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Cannabis use: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 10 
students reporting that they have used cannabis 
(also known as marijuana, weed, grass, pot or 
hashish) in the past 12 months (Data Source: HYS, 
2006 & 2009). 

Bullying: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 10 
students reporting that they have been bullied 

at school in the past 12 months. Bullying could 
be any type including comments about their 
race or colour, comments about their religion, 
inappropriate sexual comments or gestures, or 
bullied for being gay, lesbian or bisexual. (Data 
Source: HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Safety at school and where they live: percent 
of Grade 7 and Grade 10 students reporting 
feelings of safety at home, school, and in the 
neighbourhood where they live (Data Source:  
HYS, 2009).

Families Are Strong and Stable

Licensed child care spaces: number of licensed 
child care spaces (Data Source: OCCMS, 2003-
2010).

Use of child care: percent of parents of 5-year old 
children reporting receiving child care on a regular 
basis from someone other than a parent (Data 
Source: KPS, 2003, 2006 & 2009).

Quality child care: total number of licensed 
child care spaces and early childhood educators 
participating in the Quality First initiative (Data 
Source: QF, 2005-2010).

Parenting supports: percent of parents of 5-year 
old children reporting they feel comfortable asking 
for advice about parenting, and feel close to other 
parents with children the same age, and (Data 
Source: KPS, 2009).

Positive family communication: percent of 
Grade 7 and Grade 10 students reporting his or 
her parent(s) communicate positively as measured 
by a two-item scale. The two items include if their 
parents listen to their ideas and opinions, and if 
they participate in problem solving together. Items 
were scored on a five-point scale with one being 
never, two being rarely, three being sometimes, 
four being often and five being always. These two 
items were summed together and youth scoring 
eight and above were considered to have high 
levels of positive family communication (Data 
Source: HYS, 2009). 
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Family boundaries: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting his or her family has 
high levels of family boundaries as measured by 
a three-item scale. The three items include: (1) 
their family has clear rules and consequences; (2) 
her or his parent(s) monitors the young person’s 
whereabouts; and (3) parents know who they are 
with. Each of the three items were scored on a 
five-point scale with one being never, two being 
rarely, three being sometimes, four being often and 
five being always. These three items were summed 
together and youth scoring twelve and above were 
considered to have high family boundaries (Data 
Source: HYS, 2009).  

Quality time: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 10 
students reporting that in the past six months, they 
have spent quality time at home with their family 
(Data Source: HYS, 2009).  

Regular family meals: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting that during a usual 
school week (Monday to Friday), they eat a meal 
with at least one adult member of his or her family 
at least once a day (Data Source: HYS, 2009).  

Schools Are Connected to the 
Community

Parent involvement in schools: percent of 
parents of 5-year old children reporting high levels 
of parent involvement as measured by a four-
item scale. The four items include attending a 
general school meeting, attending a parent-teacher 
conference, attending a school or class event and 
volunteering in the school. Each of the four items 
were scored on a three-point scale with one being 
never, two being once or twice and three being 
more than three times. These four items were 
summed together and those parents that scored 
nine and above were considered to have high 
parental involvement in the school (Data Source: 
KPS, 2006 & 2009).

Participation in community events or activities 
at school: percent of parents of 5-year old 
children reporting they have ever participated 

in a community activity or event at school (Data 
Source: KPS, 2009).

Youth as resources: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting a strong sense that 
they can make a difference in their community 
(Data Source: HYS, 2009).  

Volunteerism: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 
10 students reporting that she or he volunteers 
without pay in the community (Data Source:  
HYS, 2009).  

Community use of schools: total number of 
children, parents and adults visiting and using OKN 
Hub services; and the total number of referrals 
and Fresh Food Boxes being delivered through 
the OKN Hubs. (Data Source: OKN Administrative 
Database, 2005-2010).

Neighbourhoods Are Where we Live 
Work and Play

Neighbourhood safety: percent of parents 
of 5-year old children reporting that their 
neighbourhood is a safe place to raise children 
(Data Source: KPS, 2003, 2006 & 2009).

Neighbourhood social cohesion: percent of 
parents of 5-year old children reporting high 
neighbourhood cohesion as measured by a six-
item scale. Parents were asked to indicate their 
level of agreement on the following statements: 
(1) people in the neighbourhood get together to 
discuss community problems; (2) there are adults 
in the neighbourhood my child(ren) can look up to; 
(3) people in my neighbourhood help each other; 
(4) I can count on my neighbours to watch that 
children are safe and out of trouble; (5) I feel my 
neighbourhood is a safe place to bring up children; 
(6) When we are away, my neighbours look out for 
possible trouble. The six items were given a score 
of one to four with one being given for a strongly 
disagree response and four being given for a 
strongly agree response. Scores of 22 or greater are 
considered to show high levels of neighbourhood 
cohesion (Data Source: KPS, 2006 & 2009).
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Walkability: percent of Grade 7 and Grade 10 
students, as well as parents of 5-year old children, 
reporting that they live walking distance to a public 
park or athletic field (Data Source: KPS, 2006 & 
2009; HYS, 2006 & 2009).

Walk or bike to school: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students reporting they walk (bike or 
rollerblade) to or from school. (Data Source:  
HYS, 2009).  

Caring young people: percent of Grade 7 and 
Grade 10 students who place high value on 
helping others in the community as measured by 
a two-item scale. Students were asked: (1) how 
often they serve others in their community, and (2) 
to what degree they help make their community 
a better place. Each of the items were rated on a 
four-point scale with one being not at all or rarely, 
two being sometimes, three being very or often, 
and four being almost always.These two items 
were summed together and students that scored 
six and above were considered to have high levels 
of caring (Data Source: HYS, 2009).

The Developmental Assets® information contained in this report has been adapted and 
reprinted by Our Kids Network with permission from Search Institute®. Copyright © 1997, 
2004, 2006 by Search Institute®, 615 First Avenue NE, Minneapolis, MN 55413, USA. 
All rights reserved. To learn more or view the original list of 40 Developmental Assets, 
please visit www.search-institute.org.

Note: The Halton Youth Survey questions used on Developmental Assets were not 
a scientific measurement of Developmental Assets® in the students assessed. The 
following are registered trademarks of Search Institute: Search Institute®, Developmental 
Assets®, Healthy Communities • Healthy Youth®, and ParentFurther®.

The questions that form the basis for the Halton Youth Survey are from the Ontario 
Student Drug Use Survey, the National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth, The 
Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children (HBSC) Study and the Risk Behaviour and 
Injury Study in Canadian Youth (RISCY) and the Communities That Care Youth Survey. 
Each of these surveys has been conducted over a number of years and has a high 
degree of reliability and validity.
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1445 Norjohn Ct. Unit 1  
Burlington, ON L7L 0E6  

T 905-635-0785   
F 905-333-1844 

info@ourkidsnetwork.ca 
www.ourkidsnetwork.ca

Acton Community Hub
McKenzie-Smith Bennett Public School 
69 Acton Blvd. Acton, ON L7J 2H4
T 289-428-5097 (Acton)   
T 647-258-9763 (S. Halton)   
F 289-428-5066   
actonhub@ourkidsnetwork.ca

Aldershot Community Hub
Holy Rosary School 
261 Plains Road E.  
Burlington, ON L7T 2C7
T 905-633-7108   
F 905-633-7107  
aldershothub@ourkidsnetwork.ca

Milton Community Hub
Our Lady of Victory School  
540 Commercial St.  
Milton, ON L9T 3R2
T 905-876-1306 
F 905-876-2776  
miltonhub@ourkidsnetwork.ca 

Our Kids Network is a Halton-wide partnership of organizations and agencies serving children and youth. 




